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of Hell whereas his bowels will gush out and he will be made to carry them 
round and go round all over the Hell in the same way as a donkey turns a mill- 
stone round and round. Then the people of Hell will ask him about the reason 
of his torture and he will say: “I was wont to enjoin what is right upon others 
but failed to do it myself, and to forbid what is wrong and committed it 
myself." Allah Almighty likened him who learns and does not act upon his 
knowledge to a donkey and a dog as shown from His statement: " The 
similitude of those who were charged with the (obligations of the) Mosaic 
Law, but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is that of a donkey 
which carries huge tomes (but understands them not). Evil is the similitude of 
people who falsify the Signs of Allah: and Allah guides not people who do 
wrong." (Al-Jumu'ah 5) 
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And: "Relate to them the story of the man to whom We sent Our Signs, but 
he passed them by: so Satan followed him up, and he went astray. If it had been 
Our Will, We should have elevated him with Our Signs; but he inclined to the 
earth, and followed his own vain desires. His similitude is that of a dog: if you 
attack him, he lolls out his tongue, or if you leave him alone, he (still) lolls out his 


tongue. That is the similitude of those who reject Our Signs; so relate the story; 
perchance they may reflect." (Al-A'raf 175-176) 
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That suffices a learned for danger. Who among the learned does not follow 
his own desires? Who among the learned does not enjoin good, which he himself 
has not done, and forbid evil, which he himself has not abstained from? If a 
learned thinks to regard himself superior to an ignorant, let him think of that 
great danger which he is facing, for his danger is greater than the danger of 
anyone else, just as his rank is greater than the rank of anyone else. His example 
is ike a king who makes himself vulnerable to the danger in his kingdom because 
of the great number of his enemies: if his king is taken from him, he would wish 
that if he was poor. How many a learned in the hereafter will have longing for the 
safety of the ignorant! This danger alone is sufficient to prevent him from 
arrogance. If he is from the denizens of the fire, to be sure, the pig is better than 
him. 

How should he who is in such a condition become arrogant? The learned 
should not regard himself higher than the companions “Allah be pleased with 
them”. One of them used to say: "Would that my mother did not give birth to 
me!" another used to pick up a straw from the ground and say: "Would that I be 
this straw!" or: "Would that I be a bird!" or: "Would that I be nothing 
mentioned!" all of that was for fear of the danger of the consequence. They saw 
themselves in a condition worse than birds and lifeless things. If one has a long 
reflection on the danger he is facing, his arrogance will be removed entirely, for 
he will see himself the worst of people. 

His example is like a slave who was given many assignments by his master 
to do; and he neglected to do some of them, and failed to do others, and 
doubted as to whether or not he has done many of them. Some time later, his 
master sent a messenger to arrest him, and make him stand barefooted and 
naked in the scorching heat of sun for a long time. When his suffering was 
ageravated, he was called to account, and then was put in a narrow prison and 
severe punishment. He learned that his master had done the same with many of 
his slaves like him, and forgiven others, and he does not know from which 
parties he would be. If he considers all of that, his own self would get broken, 
his honour would become idle, and his arrogance would be removed. He would 
not become arrogant over anyone of the people: on the contrary, he would 
humble himself before them in the hope of that anyone of them would be of 
his intercessors at the time of punishment. Similarly, if the learned thinks of 
what he wasted of the commands of his Lord, regarding the crimes and sins he 
has committed, caused by showing off, arrogance, envy, rancor, hatred, vanity 
and hypocrisy, and learns to what extent he is in the face of danger, of a surety, 
he would abandon arrogance. 

The other is that the learned knows well that supremacy is fitting only for 
Allah Almighty Alone, apart from anyone of His servants, and that if he becomes 
arrogant, he will be hateful in the Sight of Allah Almighty. That is because Allah 
Almighty likes that he should be humble. He should do what his Lord likes him 
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to do. This, therefore, removes arrogance from his heart. It is by this that the 
arrogance was removed from the hearts of the Prophets “peace be upon them”, 
for they knew well that whoever disputed with Allah Almighty over the upper 
garment of Majesty, he would be broken by Allah, and Allah Almighty ordered 
them to humble themselves in order to rise in His Sight. This also instigates him 
to be humble. 


But you may argue: "How does a learned humble himself before a dissolute 
wicked and religious innovator whose wickedness is evident? How does he see 
himself inferior to such given that he is a worshipper and a learned? How does he 
ignore the excellence of worship and knowledge in the Sight of Allah Almighty? 
How does he satisfy himself with thinking only of the danger of knowledge, 
given that the danger of the dissolute wicked is more grievous?" 


In reply to it, it should be known to you that this is possible if one thinks of 
the danger of the conclusion, in the sense that if he sees a disbeliever, he would 
not become arrogant over him for he might probably embrace Islam, and thus 
conclude his deed with faith, whereas this learned might probably err and 
conclude his deed with disbelief. To be sure, the great is he who will be great in 
the Sight of Allah Almighty in the hereafter; and both pig and dog are higher in 
the Sight of Allah than him who will be of the denizens of the fire. How many a 
Muslim considered the condition of Umar “Allah be pleased with him” before his 
Islam, and despised and scorned him due to his disbelief, and later he was 
endowed by Allah Almighty with Islam in which he excelled all the Muslims 
barring Abu Bakr “Allah be pleased with him”. 


The consequences of the future are hidden from the servants, and the 
rational is he who looks over the consequence, for all virtues and good merits 
in this world are intended for the consequence in the hereafter. Thus, no 
servant has the right to become arrogant over anyone: on the contrary, if a 
servant sees an ignorant, he should say: "This has disobeyed Allah because of 
his ignorance, whereas I have disobeyed Him in spite of my knowledge. He is 
then more excusable than me." If he sees a learned he should say: "It may be 
that this has better knowledge than I have. How should I be then like him?" if 
he sees one who is older than him, let him say: "This has preceded me to obey 
Allah Almighty: how should I be equal to him?" if he sees one who is younger 
than him, let him say: "I have preceded him to disobey Allah Almighty: how 
should I be equal to hime" if he sees a religious innovator, let him say: "What 
makes me to know? It may be that Allah Almighty would conclude his work 
with Islam, and conclude my work with the same on which he is now. It is not 
up to me to persist in guidance as well as it was not up to me to create it in 
the beginning." 

By observing the conclusion, one might remove arrogance from himself. It 
is to know that the real perfection lies in the happiness of the hereafter and 
the closeness to Allah Almighty and not in the seemingly good perishable 
things of this world. By my life, this danger is shared by both the arrogant and 
the one over whom he is arrogant. But it is incumbent upon everyone to be 
mainly concerned with his own fear of his consequence, and not with the 
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consequence of anyone else. If some people are put in prison because of a 
particular crime, and told that their heads would be chopped off, everyone of 
them would be occupied from being arrogant over the other by his own fear 
of his future consequence. 


You may argue: "How should I dislike the religious innovator and dissolute 
wicked, whom I was commanded to dislike, and at the same time, humble myself 
before them? To combine both is indeed contradictory." In reply to it, it should 
be known to you that this matter is suspicious and most people are put to 
confusion regarding it. Your anger for the Sake of Allah in regard to rejection of 
religious innovation and dissoluteness mixes with self-arrogance and haughtiness 
because of knowledge and piety. How many an ignorant worshipper or a 
deceived learned is disturbed by having a dissolute wicked sit besides him due to 
a lurking arrogance within himself, thinking that he is angry for the Sake of Allah 
Almighty, the same as was the case of the worshipper of the children of Israel 
with their dissolute wicked. That is because arrogance is visible as evil on the 
obedient, and it is possible for him to beware of it, whereas arrogance in relation 
to the dissolute wicked and religious innovator looks like showing anger for the 
Sake of Allah, and thus seems good in his sight. That is because the angry 
becomes arrogant over him with whom he is angry, in the same way as the 
arrogant himself grows angry with him over whom he is arrogant. One of both 
brings about the other; and they are mixed and confused, and it is difficult to 
make a clear distinction between them. 


In order to deliver yourself from that confusion, let you present three 
important things to your heart, whenever you see a religious innovator or a 
dissolute wicked, or enjoin good on them and forbid evil to them: the first is to 
observe your sins and mistakes in order that you would become trivial in your 
own sight. The second is to observe the knowledge and piety with which you are 
distinguished as a favor bestowed upon you from Allah Almighty for which you 
are under obligation to Him, in order that you would not then be proud of 
yourself, and once you are not proud of yourself, you would not be arrogant. The 
third is to observe your undecided consequence, in the sense that your deed 
might probably be concluded with evil, and his with good, in order that your own 
fear would occupy you from arrogance over him. 

You may ask: "Then, how should I become angry in those conditions?" in 
reply to it, let me say that you should become angry for the Sake of your Master 
and Lord Almighty, Who ordered you to become angry for His Own Sake and 
not for your sake. But during your anger, you should not see that you would be 
saved and your companion ruined: on the contrary, your fear for yourself, due to 
the hidden sins and mistakes you have committed which Allah Almighty knows 
well, should be more than your fear for him, given the ignorance of the 
conclusion. To be sure, it is not required by the anger for the Sake of Allah 
Almighty to be arrogant over him with whom you ate angry. 

Let me give you an example for that: suppose a man has a slave and a child, 
i.e. his son, who is the cool of his eye, and that he entrusted to the slave to 
watch over him, and punish him once he is impolite and behaves in opposition 
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to the good manners. If the slave is faithful and loyal to his master, it becomes 
then necessary for him to be angry with the child once he does anything evil, 
just for the sake of his master, and in compliance with his order that he should 
do so, and as his child does what his master dislikes, he finds himself forced to 
strike him in order to please his master. But although he grows angry with him, 
and beat him, this does not require him to be arrogant over him, for he knows 
well that he is higher in rank in the sight of his master than his own self, for 
indeed, none is dearer to the father than his child. Similarly, you should regard 
the religious innovator and the dissolute wicked, and imagine that they might be 
higher in rank in the Sight of Allah Almighty in the hereafter, for they have 
been doomed to conclude their deed with good, and you with evil, of which 
you are heedless. But in spite of that, you should become angry with them, just 
for the Sake of your Lord and in compliance with His command. 

This is the case of the real faithful sincere learned. But the deceived one 
becomes arrogant with his knowledge, and expects for himself more than he 
expects for him over whom he is arrogant, given his ignorance of the 
consequence. This is the utmost degree of deception and self-conceit. That is the 
way to humble yourself before him who disobeys Allah or makes a religious 
innovation, and grow angry with him for the Sake of Allah Almighty. 

The seventh pertains to arrogance because of piety and acts of worship. It is 
a cause of great temptation for the worshippers. The way of remedy is to adhere 
to humbleness to all the servants, putting in mind that one should not become 
arrogant over him who excels him in knowledge, in view of the superiority of 
knowledge. Allah Almighty says in this respect: " Say: "Are those equal, those 
who know and those who do not know? It is those who are endued with 
understanding that receive admonition." (Az-Zumar 9) 
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The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "The 
superiority of a learned over a worshipper is like my superiority over the least of 
my companions." (This narration is reported by At-Tirmidhi on the authority of 
Abu Umamah). 

If a worshipper argues that this applies to the learned who acts upon his 
knowledge: what about the wicked learned? In reply to that, let us say that does 
he not know that the good deeds remove the evil deeds? As well as knowledge 
might be an argument against a learned, it might be a means and expiation for his 
sins. If this is absent from his mind, it then becomes incumbent upon him not to 
despised a learned whatsoever. You may argue once again that were this to be 
true, then, it should be possible for a learned to regard himself above the 
worshipper, in view of the statement of the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing 
and peace be upon him”: "The superiority of a learned over a worshipper is like 
my superiority over the least of my companions." In reply, let's say that it would 
have been possible had the consequence and the end of the journey of the 
learned are known to him. But the conclusion is suspicious, and he might die 
while being worse in the Sight of Allah Almighty than an ignorant wicked, just 
for a single sin he has committed which he thought to be trivial, although it is 
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grievous in the Sight of Allah Almighty. If it is possible, he then should feel afraid 
for himself. In this way, if the learned and the worshipper fear for themselves, 
and each is required to be concerned with his own self, fear then should prevail 
in regard with himself, and hope in regard with the others. Anyway, this prevents 
him from arrogance. 


This is the case of a worshipper with a learned. As for his case with anyone 
else, they are divided into screened and exposed. As for the screened, he should 
not be arrogant over him, for perhaps he might probably have a fewer sins, more 
acts of worship, and love Allah more than him. As to the exposed, you have no 
right even to criticize such of them as whose sins are more than yours during 
your entire lifetime, for it is difficult to take account of the number of sins of you 
or of anyone else during your lives. It is true that you might judge his sins to be 
mote severe and grievous, when you see him, say, kill or commit fornication, but 
even at this case, you have no right to be arrogant over him, since the sins of 
hearts, like envy, hatred, rancor, showing off, doubts about the attributes of Allah 
Almighty, etc, are so much grievous in the Sight of Allah Almighty. You may 
become, by virtue of your hidden sins, more hateful in the Sight of Allah 
Almighty than the dissolute wicked whose wickedness is evident, in view of his 
sincere obedience, fear and love for Allah Almighty, that are lacking in you, by 
which Allah makes expiation for his other sins; and when the veil is removed on 
the Day of Judgement, you will find that he is above you in rank and position. 


Of a surety, this is possible. So, do not trouble yourself by what is possible 
for others, and rather engage yourself in what stimulates your terrors and fears, 
for in no way could a bearer of sin bear the sin of another, and the punishment 
of anyone else does not lighten yours. If you reflect on that danger, you will be 
occupied from arrogance and haughtiness. According to Wahb Ibn Munabbih: 
"The perfection of mind is achieved only by ten characteristics." After he had 
counted nine of them, he was asked about the tenth, thereupon he said: "The 
tenth with which one's repute becomes high, is to see all the people better than 
him in rank. That is because the people in his sight are of two divisions: one is 
better and higher than him, and the other is worse and lower than him. He 
should humble himself before both divisions with his heart. [f he sees such of 
them as better than him, he should be pleased with him, and entertain the hope 
to join him; an if he sees such of them as worse than him, he should say: 
‘Perhaps this might be saved and I be destroyed’. He always feels afraid of the 
consequence, and always says to himself: 'Perhaps, this might be inwardly 
dutiful, and this is good for him, and I do not know, perhaps he has good moral 
character which none knows but Allah Almighty, by virtue of which Allah 
would bestow mercy upon him, turn to him in repentance, and conclude his life 
with the best of his deeds, unlike me, whose apparent acts of worship could 
hardly be safe from any evils to mix with and frustrate them’. At that point, his 
mind would be perfect, and he would have the authority over the people of his 
own time." 

In brief, he, who is likely doomed to be miserable, has no right to become 
arrogant over anyone else: on the contrary, being possessed by fear and terror, he 
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should see all the people better than him. It is reported that a worshipper took 
shelter to the top of a mountain, and during his sleep, a visitant came to him and 
told him to 'go to so and so, the shoemaker and ask him to supplicate for you’. 
He went to him and asked him about his deed, and he told him that he was in the 
habit of fasting the day and working to gain his earnings and giving in charity 
some thereof, and feeding his dependents with some thereof. He returned and 
said to himself: "That is good, but it is not like the wholehearted devotion to the 
worship of Allah.” In his sleep the same visitant came to him and told him: "Go 
to that shoemaker and ask him about the paleness of his face." He went and 
asked him, thereupon he said: "I never see a man but that I think he would be 
saved and I be ruined." The worshipper said: "Then, it is with this (that you have 
attained felicity)." 

In confirmation of the excellence of that characteristic, Allah Almighty says: " 
Verily those who live in awe for fear of their Lord; Those who believe in the 
Signs of their Lord; Those who join not (in worship) partners with their Lord; 
And those who dispense their charity with their hearts full of fear, because they 
will return to their Lord." (Al-Mu'minun 57-60) 
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He Almighty further says: "They will say: "Aforetime, we were not without 
fear for the sake of our people." (At-Tur 26) 
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About the angels who are deemed far from all kinds of sins and mistakes, 
and wholeheartedly devoted to worship their Lord, Allah Almighty says: " To 
Him belong all (creatures) in the heavens and on earth: even those who are in 
His (very) Presence are not too proud to serve Him, Nor are they (ever) weary 
(of His service): They celebrate His praises night and day, nor do they ever 
flag or intermit... and they stand in awe and reverence of His (glory)." (Al- 
Anbiya 19-20,28) 
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Once the fear and terror fade away, and one is no longer cautious of what 
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has been preordained, he feels safe from the plot of Allah Almighty, which, in 
turn, brings about arrogance; and it is the cause of destruction. To be sure, 
arrogance indicates to feeling safe from the plot of Allah, and feeling safe 
from the plot of Allah is destructive; whereas humbleness indicates to fear 
and terror, which, in turn, brings about happiness and pleasure. The mischief 
caused by arrogance, showing contempt for people and looking at them with 
slightness is more than the good brought about by the apparent acts of 
worship. It is with this knowledge and no more that arrogance might be 
removed from the heart. 


But even, after that knowledge, one's soul might conceal humbleness and 
claim, though falsely, that it is free from arrogance. But it is false to its claim for 
once it is exposed to calamity, it soon forgets and returns to its nature. For this 
reason, only knowledge is not sufficient for remedy. But it should be completed 
with work and put to test with the acts of the humble on the occasion where 
arrogance is provoked in it. It is to test oneself with five tests in order to extract 
what is lurking in it. 


The first test is that if he engages in debate with anyone of his fellows, and 
then the truth emerges on the tongue of his foe, which he does not accept, nor 
submit to nor acknowledge of nor give thanks to him, he should know that his 
heart has something of arrogance lurking in it. At that point, he should fear Allah 
Almighty, and engage in treating it: in terms of knowledge, by reminding himself 
of the baseness and meanness of his own self, the danger of his consequence, and 
the fact that supremacy is not fitting but for Allah Almighty; and in terms of 
work, by forcing himself to do what he feels heavy upon himself, such as to 
acknowledge the truth, give thanks to him for it, declare his failure, and be 
grateful to him for the good he has guided him to. Indeed, the wisdom is the best 
thing sought by a faithful believer, and once he finds it, he should thank him who 
has guided him to it. If he does that regularly many times, it would turn to be 
integral to his disposition, in such a way that causes him not to feel the heaviness 
of accepting the truth. If he feels it heavy upon himself to praise his fellows with 
what they really have, he still has some arrogance. If it is heavy upon himself only 
when he is in public, it is not arrogance in so much as it is showing off, which he 
should strive to remove from himself. But if it is heavy upon him in both private 
and public, it has both arrogance and showing off, and of no profit to him is to 
get rid of one without the other. So, let him remedy both ailments for they are 
destructive. 


The second test is that when he is in the company of his fellows and 
companions in the gatherings, let him give them precedence over himself, walk 
behind them, and sit below them. If this is heavy upon himself, he is then an 
arrogant. So, let him habituate himself to do it until it becomes a part of his 
nature. Thus, arrogance will be removed from his heart. But here lies an intrigue 
of Satan: it is that he sits in the same row where sandals are placed, thinking it to 
be out of humbleness. But this is evident arrogance. Indeed, it is hidden from the 
breasts of the arrogant, who think that they leave their sitting places, which they 
should deserve out of bounty and generosity. That is arrogance by showing 
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humbleness. He should rather give precedence to his fellows and sit by their side 
and not in the rear of them, in the same row where sandals are placed. It is that 
which removes the arrogance from the heart. 

The third test is to respond to the invitation of the poor, and go to the 
market to fulfill the needs of his companions. If it is heavy upon himself to do so, 
it is out of arrogance, because those acts indicate to the noble manners, for which 
one receives reward in abundance. To abstain from them means there are internal 
arrogance and wickedness. The remedy is to endeavor to do those acts even 
ostentatiously at first, putting in mind all items of knowledge we have already 
mentioned, which are to remove the disease of arrogance. 

The fourth test is to carry by himself his things, the things of his dependents 
and the needs of his companions from the market to the home. If he disdains to 
do so, it is arrogance or showing off. If it is heavy upon himself even in privacy, it 
is arrogance, and if it is so only in public, it is showing off. Both belong to the 
destructive heart diseases, which should be remedied and removed entirely. The 
people have neglected the heart medicine and rather engaged in the body 
medicine, given that bodies are doomed to death, whereas hearts attain happiness 
only when they are sound, in accordance with the statement of Allah Almighty: 
"But only he (will prosper) that brings to Allah a sound heart." (Ash-Shu'ara 89) 
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It is reported that Abdullah ‘Ibn Salam “Allah be pleased with him” was seen 
carrying a bundle of firewood, thereupon it was said to him: "O Abu Yusuf! Your 
servants and daughter could suffice you that burden.” On that he said: "Yes, but I 
like to test my soul, and whether or not it would disdain to do so." It is reported 
in another narration: "Whoever carries fruits or things (of himself or anyone else 
on his behalf) has indeed been free from arrogance." (This is reported by Al- 
Baihaqi on the authority of Abu Umamah). 

The fifth test is to put on cheap clothes. Indeed, to abstain from that is 
showing off if it is in public, and arrogance if it is in privacy. Umar Ibn Abd- 
Al-Aziz had a coarse wool mantle, which he used to put on at night. 
Furthermore, the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon 
him” said: "He, who does not abstain to tie the camel by himself and put on 
wool has indeed been free from arrogance." (This narration is reported by Al- 
Baihaqi on the authority of Abu Hurairah). The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s 
blessing and peace be upon him” further said: "I am no more than a servant 
and J eat on the ground in the same way as a servant eats, put on wool, tie the 
camel by myself, lick my fingers (to clean them from the remaining food), and 
answer the invitation of the slave : whoever then turns away from my sunnah 
does not belong to me." It is reported that it was said to Abu Musa “Allah be 
pleased with him”: "Some people remain behind from attending the Friday 
prayer because of their clothes." On that he put on a cheap mantle in which 
he led the prayer. 

In those situations, both arrogance and showing off gather together:’ What is 
unique to the public belongs to showing off, and what is unique to privacy 
belongs to arrogance. So, you should be acquainted with that, for indeed, 
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whoever does not know evil is not able to safeguard himself from it, and whoever 
does not know the disease could not be able to remedy it. 


CHAPTER TEN 


EXPOSITION OF SELF-DISCIPLINE TO ACQUIRE THE CHARACTER 
OF HUMBLENESS; AND PRAISEWORTHY AND BLAMEWORTHY 
EXTENT OF HUMBLENESS 


It should be known to you that this quality, like the other qualities, has 
two extremes and a middle. That which inclines to excess is called arrogance, 
and that which inclines to reduction is called ignominy and baseness, and the 
middle is called humbleness. The praiseworthy is to be humble but without 
ignominy or baseness. To be sure, the two extremes of all things are 
blameworthy, and the dearest to Allah is the middle of everything. Whoever 
raises himself above his fellows is an arrogant, and whoever lowers himself to 
be inferior to them is humble, in the sense that he puts down something of 
his rank, which he deserves. If a shoemaker enters upon a learned who makes 
him sit in his place, and then proceeds on to straighten his sandals and runs to 
be at the door of the house behind him, he will have indeed humiliated 
himself; and this is blameworthy. 

It is moderation then that is praiseworthy in the Sight of Allah Almighty, ie. 
to give everyone his own right, which he deserves. With such standard one 
should then humble himself before his fellows and those who are close to him in 
rank. But the way to humble himself before the laymen is to stand and speak with 
them joyfully, to be lenient in dealing with them, to answer their invitation, to 
endeavor to fulfill their needs, etc. therefore, he should not regard himself better 
than anyone of the laymen: On the contrary, he should fear for himself more 
than he fears for anyone else. He should neither despise nor look down upon 
him, given that he is ignorant of the conclusion of his deeds. 

His way to acquire the quality of humbleness then is to humble himself 
before his fellows and those inferior to him until the praiseworthy kind of 
humbleness becomes integral to his disposition, and the vice of arrogance is 
removed from his heart. If he finds it light and easy upon himself, then, he has 
acquired the quality of humbleness; and if he still finds it heavy upon himself 
although he does it, he then is ostentatious and not humble by nature. But if it 
becomes lighter in a way that makes it difficult upon him to observe his own 
rank, and rather causes him to incline to flattery and baseness, he has then gone 
as far as to the extreme of reduction, which is blameworthy. At that point, he 
should raise himself, until he returns to the middle that is preferred. Indeed, it is 
not fitting for a faithful believer to humiliate himself to anyone else (other than 
Allah Almighty). 

But since that middle is always abstruse in all things, it is easier to incline to 
the extreme of reduction which brings about adulation and flattery than to incline 
to that of excess which brings about arrogance and haughtiness, just as to incline 
to the extreme of profligacy in spending is more praiseworthy in the sight of 
people than to incline to the extreme of thriftiness. As well as both extremes of 
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extravagance and stinginess are blameworthy, and one of them is more odious 
than the other , both extremes of arrogance and humiliation are blameworthy, 
and one of them is more odious than the other. What is praiseworthy then is the 
moderation, i.e. to do things properly and appropriately as required, according to 
what is known from Sharia and usage. 

Let's then be satisfied with that amount of exposition of the qualities of both 
arrogance and humbleness. 


oes a ee, PART TWO 
CONDEMNATION OF VANITY 


It includes the following chapters: 
Exposition of condemnation of vanity 
Exposition of evils of vanity 
Exposition of real nature of vanity and anticipation of special treatment 
Exposition of remedy of vanity 
Exposition of divisions of things of conceit; and the remedy of each in 
\ detail J 


CHAPTER ONE 
EXPOSITION OF CONDEMNATION AND EVILS OF VANITY 


It should be known to you that vanity is blamed in the Book of Allah 
Almighty, as well as in the sunnah of His Messenger “peace be upon him”. Allah 
Almighty says: " Assuredly Allah did help you in many battle-fields and on the 
day of Hunain: behold! your great numbers elated you, but they availed you 
naught." (At-Tawbah 25) 
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He remembered that by way of rejecting their conduct. He Almighty further 
says: " and they thought that their fortresses would defend them from Allah! But 
the (Wrath of) Allah came to them from quarters from which they little expected 
(it), and cast terror into their hearts, so that they destroyed their dwellings by their 
own hands and the hands of the Believers. Take warning, then, O you with eyes 
(to see)!" (Al-Hashr 2) 

d bad is 

ii pgg Gis LB LS 5 Bigs gs gad a lls} 
CQ ra ge et ooh cub wl tole 

With that He Almighty replied to the disbelievers in their pride of their strong 
fortresses. He further says: "Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life. 
While they thought that they were acquiring good by their works?" (Al-Kahf 104) 
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To be sure, one might be proud of a work in which he is mistaken, as well as 
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of a work in which he is right. 

The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: 
"There are three destructives: Niggardliness that is obeyed, an inclination that is 
followed, and self-vanity." The Messenger of Allah "Allah's blessing and peace be 
upon him" said to Abu Tha'labah “Allah be pleased with him”: “You should keep 
enjoining what is good upon one another, and forbidding one another to do evil 
until when you see niggardliness being prevalent, the own desires and inclinations 
being followed, the world being given preference (over the hereafter), and 
everyone having an opinion will come to admire his own opinion, then, you just 
have to protect your own soul." (This narration is reported by Abu Dawud, At- 
Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah). : 

According to Ibn Mas'ud “Allah be pleased with him”: "The ruined is he who 
is desperate and self-conceited." Indeed, he combined both for happiness is 
achieved only when one endeavors and works hard, and the desperate never 
endeavors nor works hard, and the self-conceited thinks he has attained 
happiness and achieved his purpose in a way that makes him have no desire to do 
more. In other words, the happiness is present in the sight of the self-conceited, 
and impossible in the sight of the desperate. This is why both are combined 
here. Allah Almighty says: " Therefore justify not yourselves: He knows best who 
it is that guards against evil." (An-Najm 32) 
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In his comment on it, Ibn Juraij said: "If you do good, do not say that you 
have done such and such good." According to Zaid Ibn Aslam: "Do not render it 
pure." This is the concept of vanity. 

It is reported that on the day of the holy battle of Uhud, Talhah “Allah be 
pleased with him” protected the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace 
be upon him” with his own body as he overturned on him and received the 
atrow strikes on his behalf until his arm was paralyzed. It seemed as if his deed 
elated him that he was able to redeem the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing 
and peace be upon him” at the cost of his hand. Umar “Allah be pleased with 
him” observed that in him and said: "The traces of vanity have been visible on 
the face of Talhah since his fingers were injured while sacrificing the Messenger 
of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” on the day of the holy battle 
of Uhud." (This is reported by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Qais Ibn Abu 
Hazim). 

But, there is no report that he showed it or despised any Muslim because of 
that. When it was the time of consultation (to choose the caliph after Umar), it 
was said to Ibn Abbas “Allah be pleased with them”: "Where is your position 
from Talhah" he said: "This is a man in whom there is something of vanity." If 
the like of them were not able to get rid of such an evil entirely, how should the 
weak get rid of it unless they are cautious and take heed? In confirmation of that, 
Mutarrif “Allah be pleased with him” said: "To spend the night sleeping and 
become regretful in the morning is dearer to me than to spend the night standing 
(for supererogatory prayers) and become self-conceited in the morning.” The 
Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "Even if you 
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do not commit any sin, I would fear for you what is more than that, i.e. vanity, 
vanity." (This narration is reported by Al-Bazzar, Ibn Hibban and Al-Baihaqi on 
the authority of Anas). In this way, he made vanity one of the greatest sins. 

It is reported that Bishr Ibn Mansur was in the habit of celebrating Allah 
Almighty and the abode of the hereafter so often. One day, he prolonged the 
prayer and there was a man behind him looking at his deed. Bishr made sense 
of him and when he finished and turned away from the prayer he said to him: 
"Do not admire what you have seen from me, for Iblis, may Allah curse him, 
worshipped Allah Almighty with the angels for a long time after which he 
turned to be as you know about him." It was said to A'ishah “Allah be pleased 
with her”: "When would the man be evil?" She said: "When he thinks that he is 
good.” Allah Almighty says: " O you who believe! Cancel not your charity by 
reminders of your generosity or by injury, like those who spend their substance 
to be seen of men, but believe neither in Allah nor in the Last Day.” (Al- 
Baqarah 264) 
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Reminder of generosity ensues from making much of charity, as well as 
vanity ensues from making much of deed. This shows to what extent vanity is 
blameworthy. 


CHAPTER TWO 
EXPOSITION OF EVILS OF VANITY 


It should be known to you that the evils of vanity are numerous. It brings 
about arrogance, since it is one of its causes. This pertains to servants in their 
relation with each other. But as regards the relation with Allah Almighty, it 
summons one to forget and neglect his sins. One does not care about some of 
his sins under pretext that he does not need to inspect them, with the result 
that he forgets them entirely, and regards with slightness such of them as he 
remembers. In this way, he does not strive to plot out them, thinking they 
would be forgiven for him. But the case is different regarding his deeds and 
acts of worship, which he makes much of, and dares to remember, and regard 
Allah Almighty under obligation to him because of them, forgetting the favor 
of Allah Almighty upon him as it is He Who helps him and grants him success 
to do them. 

On the other hand, if one is proud of his deeds, he would be blind from their 
evils; and whoever does not inspect the evils of deeds, wastes the greatest portion 
of his endeavour. Unless the apparent deeds and acts of worship are done with 
sincerity and freedom from stains of showing off, they could hardly be fruitful. It 
is the fearful who always inspects that, unlike the self-conceited, who is deceived 
by his pride, which makes him feel safe from the punishment and plot of Allah 
Almighty, under belief that he has a good position with Him, and a right due to 
his deeds, which are a part of the gifts and favors given to him by Allah Almighty. 
His vanity causes him to praise himself, give prestige to and justify himself. If one 
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is proud of his opinion, reason and deed, he would not be able to get benefit 
from others, since by so doing, he disdains to ask him who has better knowledge 
than him. 

Perhaps, he might admire his opinion, regardless of being wrong, and rejoice 
that it is from his own thought, and at the same time reject the opinion of others 
regardless of being right. That is because he always sees all the people with the 
eye of ignorance, and does not submit to the advice or the admonition of anyone 
in so much as he insists on his wrong opinion. If his wrong opinion belongs to 
the worldly affairs, it then might be subject to investigation; and if it belongs to 
religious affairs in general, and what pertains to the foundations of creed in 
particular, he would be ruined by it. But were he to have doubt in his opinion, 
seck guidance by the light of the Qur'an and the Sunnah, study the religion well, 
seek the aid of the learned and scholars, and continue to ask those endued with 
good insight, surely, he would attain the truth. Such is among the destructive evils 
of vanity. 


CHAPTER THREE 


EXPOSITION OF REAL NATURE AND DEFINITION OF VANITY AND 
ANTICIPATION OF SPECIAL TREATMENT 


It should be known that vanity is that a man sees himself perfect in a 
particular characteristic like knowledge, property, wealth, etc. The learned, who 
regards himself perfect in terms of knowledge, wealth, property and majesty, has 
two cases: the first is that he fears the loss of anyone of those, or of his being 
deprived of anyone of them; and this is not vanity. The second is that he does 
not fear the loss of any of those, but he rejoices at it as being a favor from Allah 
Almighty and not as being a privilege attributed to him. But this also is not 
vanity. There is a third case (which is blameworthy since it represents) the evident 
vanity, i.e. he rejoices at it as being a privilege attributed to him, to raise his rank 
and make high his repute, and not as being a favor conferred upon him by Allah 
Almighty. Indeed, if he more likely thinks that it is a favor from Allah Almighty 
in the sense that if He wills, He could deprive him of it, vanity is removed from 
his heart. 

Vanity then is to make much of a favour and rely on it, forgetting that it is a 
favour conferred by the Benefactor. If, besides that, one more likely thinks that 
he has a right with Allah Almighty, and that he expects for his deed a great 
reward in the hereafter, and no harm to befall him in this world, it is called 
anticipation of special treatment because of deed, which makes him think that 
he has an intimacy with Allah Almighty. Similarly, one might give a gift to 
another, make much of it, and remind him of his generosity: if he uses him, 
proposes that he should do a favor to him (in recompense for it), or expects he 
does not delay to fulfill his need, he then anticipates to be cherished by him. In 
his comment on the statement of Allah Almighty: " And give not a thing in 
order to have more (or consider not your deeds of Allah's obedience as a favor 
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Qatadah said: "He means anticipate no special treatment because of your 
deed." It is said in a certain narration: "The prayer of him who anticipates special 
treatment because of his deed is not raised even over his head (i.e. it is not 
accepted by Allah); and to laugh while confessing your sins is better than to weep 
while anticipating special treatment because of your deed.” 

To be sure, anticipation of special treatment is beyond vanity, for there is no 
one anticipating special treatment because of his deed but that he should be 
proud of it, and not vice versa, for how many a person who is swollen with pride 
of his deed, because of which he does not anticipate to be cherished. That is 
because vanity results from making much of the deed, and forgetting that it is a 
favor, but without expecting reward for it, whereas anticipation of special 
treatment always is related with expectation of reward for the deed. If one 
expects response to his supplication, and disapproves that it be returned, and 
wonders at that, he is then an anticipator of special treatment because of his 
deed, for he does not wonder at the return of the supplication of the dissolute 
wicked, and wonders at the return of his own supplication. This is vanity and 
anticipation of special treatment; and it is one of the commencements and causes 


of arrogance; and Allah knows best. 
CHAPTER FOUR 


EXPOSITION OF REMEDY OF VANITY 


It should be known that the remedy of each disease is to counteract its 
cause with its opposite; and the cause of vanity is ignorance, and its remedy is 
to adhere to knowledge, which opposes that ignorance. Suppose that vanity is 
one of the acts to be done optionally, like worship, prayer, fasting, giving in 
charity, etc. That is because vanity of those things prevails over that of beauty, 
power, ancestry and wealth, as well as of anything that is beyond his option and 
will. Based upon that, let us say that one might be conceited by piety, worship, 
god-fearingness, and work, either in themselves, or as being brought about by 
his power. If he is conceited by any of those in itself, then it is an evident 
ignorant, for he has nothing to do with it. If he is conceited by it as being 
brought about and caused by his power and will, then, let him consider his 
willpower, organs, and parts of his body, asking himself about their creator: 
since all of them are but a grace bestowed by Allah Almighty upon him, in 
which he has no favor, then, it is preferable for him to be grateful to the 
generosity, bounty and mercy of Allah Almighty, Who conferred upon him 
what he deserves not with which He favored him to anyone else. If one is to be 
conceited, he should be conceited by the Benefactor, but to be conceited by 
himself is of no significance. 

Suppose that there is a king who has many servants, and he favors one of 
them with special things apart from all the others, the beneficiary then should 
appreciate the generosity and bounty of the king and not his own self. But a 
servant might be conceited, saying that the king is just and fair, and he never 
brings backward or forward, nor gives precedence to anyone but due to a special 
privilege. Therefore, it may be said to him, that this privilege might be bestowed 
upon you by the king himself or by anyone else. If it is given to you by the king, 
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you have no right to be conceited. It is like the case in which the king gave you a 
horse, which you did not admire, and then he gave you a slave, whom you 
admired, saying: "He has given me a slave for 1 own a horse." But it is said that 
since it was he who gave you the horse, then, there is no difference whether he 
has given you both simultaneously or one after the other. If both are from him, 
you should then appreciate his bounty and generosity, and not be conceited. But 
if this privilege is from anyone else, it is not unlikely that you could be conceited, 
but this is possible in regard with the kings among men, and impossible in regard 
ba oa Almighty, Who alone creates, invents and gives all things to whomever 
e likes. 


Furthermore, if you are conceited by your worship, saying: "He has helped 
me worship Him out of loving for Him", it is said: "Who then has inculcated that 
love in your heart?" of course you will say that it is He who has done so, and the 
answer will be: "Then, both worship and love are graces which He has bestowed 
upon you, in which you have no favor." In this way, you should appreciate His 
generosity and bounty as it is He Who has bestowed on you the favor of 
existence, good attributes, acts and their causes and motives. Thus, it is of no 
significance for a worshipper to be conceited by his worship, the learned by his 
knowledge, the beautiful by his beauty, the wealthy by his wealth, etc, for all of 
this is out of the bounty of Allah Almighty. 


You may argue: "I could not ignore my deeds, and as it is I who do them, I 
expect reward for them; and had they not be mine, I would have expected no 
reward for them. If all acts and deeds are invented by Allah Almighty, by which 
thing should I deserve reward? If they are done by my power and will, then, why 
should I not expect reward for them?" In reply to that, it should be known to you 
that the answer to your question has two points: the one is evidently true, i.e. that 
you, your power, will, movement, and all things belong to you are created and 
invented by Allah Almighty. When you work, pray, do, throw, it is not your 
power in so much as it is the power of Allah Almighty (which brings about the 
act). This is the truth that has been disclosed to the masters of hearts. It is He 
Almighty Who has crated you, your organs and parts of body, and placed in them 
the power, will, and health, and created for you both reason and knowledge; and 
if you want to remove anything of that from yourself, of a surety you would not 
be able to do. It is He Alone Who has created the movement of your organs, 
without the least effort or favor from you. But He has created all of that 
according to a certain order in such a way that the movement requires power in 
the organ and will in the heart; and the will requires knowledge of what is wanted; 
and knowledge requires the mind, which represents its location. It is that 
graduation, which makes you fancy that it, is you who bring about your work by 
yourself; and this is a great mistake. The exposition of how you should receive a 
reward for a work that is created by Allah Almighty will be mentioned later in the 
Book of Thanksgiving. 

As to the other answer, which is somewhat indulgent, it is that you think the 
work is done by your power and will. But even, from where have you obtained 
your power? The work could not be envisaged without the existence of you, 
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your work, power, will, in addition to all causes of your act. All of that comes 
from Allah Almighty with no favor from you. If the work is to be done by 
power, which is its key, you should know then that the key is in the Hand of 
Allah Almighty, and if you are not given the key, you would not be able to 
work. Works are treasures through which one attains happiness, and their keys 
are power, will, knowledge and reason, and all of those are in the Hand of Allah 
Almighty. Once the power is created, the decisive will is directed, the causes 
and motives are moved, and the impediments and obstructions are kept away 
from you, the work becomes so much easy upon you. To be sure, stimulating 
the causes and motives, keeping away the impediments and obstructions, and 
facilitating the means: All are done by Allah Almighty, and you have nothing to 
do with any of them. It is then surprising that you are conceited by yourself, 
and do not appreciate Him to Whom the whole matter returns, nor His bounty 
and generosity that He has favored you over the dissolute wicked of His 
servants, as He directed the causes and motives of wickedness over the 
dissolute, and kept them away from you, directed the friends and callers of evil 
over them and kept them away from you, kept away from them the causes and 
motives of good and directed them over you, until good has been made easy 
upon you and evil easy upon them. He has done all of that to you without being 
worthy of it, nor because of a crime on the part of the wicked disobedient. He 
has given you precedence, favored you and chosen you by His bounty, whereas 
kept the disobedient away (from His mercy), and given him to wretchedness by 
His justice. How amazing you are when you are conceited! 


Your power then could not do an act unless the cause of that act is directed 
on you from which you have no way to flee, as if you are forced to do it. In all 
circumstances, thanks should be given to Allah Almighty and not to you. In the 
book of Monotheism, you will see in detail the series of associated causes in a 
way that shows clearly that the real actor and creator is Allah Almighty. How 
amazing is he whom Allah Almighty endowed with reason and poverty, when he 
sees that an ignorant is endowed with wealth and property, thereupon he says: 
"How has he prevented me my daily sustenance, although I am of good reason, 
and given that heedless ignorant the bliss of this world?" He sees it a kind of 
wrongness, without knowing that if both reason and wealth are combined to him, 
it will be evident injustice. The poor ignorant will say in this case: "O Lord! Why 
have You combined to him both reason and wealth, and deprived me of them?, 
why have You not combined both to me or at least bestowed one of them upon 
me?" To this fact Ali “Allah be pleased with him” referred when he was asked: 
"What is the matter with the men of reason that they are poor?" On that he said: 
"The reason of a man is counted of his sustenance." For surprise, the poor 
rational might see the ignorant wealthy better than him. But if he was asked 
whether he would exchange his richness and ignorance for his reason and 
poverty, he would reject it. This indicates that the favor of Allah upon him is 
greater. 


The same is true of the poor beautiful woman when she is allured by the 
ornaments and adornments of an ugly wealthy woman, although if she was given 
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the freedom to choose ornaments and ugliness or beauty and poverty, she would 
prefer the latter, and this indicates to what extent the favor of Allah on her is 
great. To be sure, ignorance is the origination of all those false imaginations. It is 
removed by the certain knowledge that the man, his acts, attributes, power and 
will are created by Allah Almighty, as a favor upon him, without being worthy of 
that. This alone is sufficient to remove vanity and anticipation of special 
treatment, and brings about submission and humility, thanks and fear of the loss 
of the favor. 

Whoever knows that well is not imagined to be conceited by his knowledge 
and work, since he knows for certain that all of this is from Allah Almighty. For 
this reason, David “peace be upon him” said: "O Lord! No night (or no hour) 
comes but that there is one belonging to the family of David doing an act of 
worship, praying, fasting, and celebrating Your Praises." On that Allah Almighty 
revealed to him: "O David! How do they do so without Me? Had it not been for 
My aid, you would have had no power to do anything. But let me entrust you to 
yourself." Ibn Abbas “Allah be pleased with them” said: "The great sin of David 
“peace be upon him” was caused by his conceit of his deed, which he attributed 
to himself and his family, in anticipation of special treatment because of it, until 
he was entrusted to his own self. He thus committed a great sin which led him to 
grief and regret." 

On another occasion, David “peace be upon him” said: "O Lord! The 
children of Israel ask you by Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." He said: "I have tested 
them perchance they would keep patient." He said: "O Lord! As for me, if You 
test me too, I would keep patient." In this way, he anticipated of special 
treatment because of his deed. Allah Almighty said to him: "Then, I have not told 
them by which thing, and in which month and on which day I would test them. 
But now, I tell you that I am going to test you in this year of yours, in this month 
of yours, and on the coming day, by a woman. So, be cautious." But he fell in the 
sin in which he had fallen." 

Similarly, when the companions of the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing 
and peace be upon him” relied on their power and great number on the day of 
the holy battle of Hunain, and forgot the favor of Allah on them, saying: "Today 
we would not be defeated because of our great number" (according to the 
narration of Al-Baihagi on the authority of Ar-Rabie Ibn Anas), Allah Almighty 
revealed: " and on the day of Hunain: behold! your great numbers elated you, but 
they availed you naught: the land, for all that it is wide, did constrain you, and you 
turned back in retreat." (At-Tawbah 25) 
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It is reported by Ibn Uyainah that Job “peace be upon him” said: "O Lord! 
You have tested me with that trial, although I always give preference to Your love 
over mine." He was called from above a cloud with ten thousand voices: "O Job! 
How have you done so?" he took some ashes and put it on his head and said: "It 
is by Your virtue O Lord! It is by Your virtue O Lord!" he thus recovered from 
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forgetfulness and attributed the favor to Allah Almighty. 

In confirmation of that, Allah Almighty says: " and were it not for the grace 
and mercy of Allah on you, not one of you would ever have been pure: but Allah 
does purify whom He pleases: and Allah is One Who hears and knows (all 
things)." (An-Nur 21) 
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The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said to 
his companions who were the best of people: "There is none of you whose 
deed alone would deliver him." They asked: "And not even you O Messenger of 
Allah?" He said: "And not even I, unless Allah covers me with His mercy." 
(This narration is reported by both sheikhs on the authority of Abu Hurairah). 
After him, his companions “Allah be pleased with them” whose hearts were 
pure and deeds sincere, hoped to be dust, straw, birds, or anything else which 
would not be subject to reckoning and punishment. How should a man of deep 
insight be conceited by his deed or anticipate special treatment because of it, 
without fear for himself? 

That is the remedy which removes the vanity from the heart. If that feeling 
prevails over the heart, the fear of being deprived of the grace of faith would 
occupy one from conceit because of it. He sees the disbelievers and dissolute 
wicked who have been deprived of the favor of faith with no crime they 
committed, thereupon he says: "He, who does not care to deprive with no crime 
and give with no worth does not care to take back what He has given." How 
many a believer has renegaded, and an obedient has his deed concluded with evil. 
Of a surety, this gives no place for vanity; and Allah knows best. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


EXPOSITION OF DIVISIONS OF THINGS OF VANITY AND THE REMEDY 
OF EACH IN DETAIL 


It should be known that one might be proud of things which are rationale for 
pride, as we have already mentioned, or of other things which are unfitting like 
one's vanity of his wrong opinion, which is made alluring to him falsely, by virtue 
of his ignorance. In short, we could divide things of conceit into eight divisions: 

The first is to be conceited by his body, in regard to beauty, health, good 
appearance, due proportion between its parts, good voice, ie. the details of his 
features. By so doing, he turns to the beauty of his body, forgetting that it is a 
favor from Allah Almighty, and that it is apt to perish at any moment. its remedy 
is, as we have already mentioned in the remedy of beauty, to think of the dirty 
things and impurities which his belly contains, the things from which he was 
created, and the end to which he would be, and how the beautiful and soft bodies 
have been torn to pieces in the dust and become putrefied and decomposed, until 
they were disgusting. 

The second is to be conceited by onslaught and might as was the case of 
the people of Aad, when they said as told by the Qur'an: "Who is superior to 
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us in strength?" What! did they not see that Allah, Who created them, was 
superior to them in strength? But they continued to reject Our Signs!" 
(Fussilat 15) 
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The same is true of Awj who was conceited by his power, thereupon he lifted 
a mountain in order to cover up therewith the army of Moses “peace be upon 
him”, thereupon Allah Almighty holed that huge portion of the mountain by 
means of the clicking of a weak hoopoe until it affected his neck. Similarly, one 
might rely on his power only, as is reported from Solomon “peace be upon him” 
that he said: "Tonight, I would go round and have sexual relations with one 
hundred women", without making exception by saying "Allah willing", and the 
result was that he was deprived of the offspring he intended (from that 
approach). (This narration is reported by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu 
Hurairah). David “peace be upon him” also said, out of his conceit by his power: 
"If you (O Allah) put me to trial, I would keep patient." But when he was tried 
with the woman, he did not keep patient. The conceit by power summons one to 
proceed to attack in wars, put himself into destruction, and hasten to strike and 
kill such of people as causes harm to him. The remedy of it, as we have already 
mentioned, is to know that the fever of a single day might weaken his power to 
the extent that it takes him a very long to recover, and that if he is conceited by it, 
it might be deprived by Allah Almighty with the least and weakest blight. 

The third is to be conceited by intelligence, shrewdness, and making sense of 
the subtleties of the benefits of religion and world. Its fruit is to depend on one's 
own opinion and give up consultation and advice, regarding as ignorant all the 
people who disagree with him, and give no care to the opinion of the men of 
knowledge. Its remedy is to give thanks to Allah Almighty for the favor of 
intelligence He has bestowed upon him, putting in mind that with the least 
disease, his brain might be affected. In this way, he could not feel safe of being 
deprived of his mind once he is conceited by it, and does not give thanks as it is 
due upon it. Let him also regard as short both his reason and knowledge, and put 
in mind that the knowledge he is endowed with is little whatsoever, and that his 
ignorance of what the people know is much more than what he himself knows, 
let alone what the people do not know, which belongs to the knowledge of Allah 
Almighty. Let him also suspect is mind and wonder how the foolish are conceited 
by their minds, and the people mock at them, and be cautious he might be like 
them unknowingly, for the man of short mind does not know that he is short of 
mind. Thus, one should know the real nature of his own reason and mind in 
comparison with the minds of people and not himself, and from his enemies and 
not from his friends. That is because his flatterers always praise him which 
increases him in shortage and deficiency of mind, given that he assumes himself 
nothing but good, and makes no sense of his ignorance. 

The fourth is to be conceited by his noble ancestry, to the extent that such 
thinks he would be saved and his sins forgiven only by virtue of his ancestry, 
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because of which he puts in mind that all the people are no more than his 
servants and subjects. Its remedy is to know that if he disagrees with his fathers 
and grandfathers in their deeds and acts, and at the same time, joins himself to 
them, he would be ignorant; and that if he imitates his forefathers, it should be 
known to him that conceit was not a part of their conduct: On the contrary, they 
used to fear for themselves, despise themselves, and think themselves inferior to 
all the people round them. They were honoured by obedience, knowledge and 
good manners, and not by ancestry. So, let him get honoured by the same by 
which they were honoured, putting in mind that they were shared in ancestry and 
belonging by those who did not believe in Allah and the Last Day, and were, in 
the Sight of Allah Almighty, worse than dogs and pigs. 

This is the significance of the statement of Allah Almighty: "O mankind! We 
created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into 
nations and tribes, that you may know each other (not that you may despise each 
other). Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the 
most righteous of you. And Allah has full Knowledge and is well-acquainted 
(with all things)." (Al-Hujurat 13) 
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Therefore, when the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon 
him” was asked about the most honoured and the most intelligent of people, he 
did not point out those who belong to his family, but rather he said: "The most 
honoured of them is he who remembers death most frequently among them, and 
is most ready to receive it among them." (This narration is reported by Ibn Majah 
and Ibn Abu Ad-Dunya on the authority of Ibn Umar.( 

The occasion on which this Holy Statement was revealed is that when Bilal 
“Allah be pleased with him” pronounced Adhan from over the surface of the 
Ka'bah, Al-Harith Ibn Hisham, Suhail Ibn Amr and Khalid Ibn Usaid said: "This 
black slave is pronouncing Adhan from over the Ka'bah." On that Allah 
Almighty revealed: " Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he 
who is) the most righteous of you.” (Al-Hujurat 13) 
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The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: 
"Verily, Allah has removed from you the arrogance that was characteristic of the 
pre-Islamic days: All of you are offspring of Adam and Adam was created from 
dust." (This narration is reported by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi on the 
authority of Abu Hurairah; and At-Tirmidhi alone on the authority of Ibn Umar). 

The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” further 
said: "O assembly of Quraish! Let not the people come with their good deeds on 
the Day of Judgement, and you come with (the burden of) your world which you 
would carry on their shoulders, saying: "O Muhammad! O Muhammad! (Save 
us)", for at that moment, I would turn away from you." (This narration is 
reported by At-Tabarani on the authority of Imran Ibn Hussain). He showed to 
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them that if they inclined to this world, of no profit will be to them their 
belonging to the Quraish. It is narrated that when Allah revealed the Verse: 
"Warn your nearest kinsmen" (Ash-Shu'ara' 214) 
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Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and peace be upon him" got up and said: "O 
community of Quraish (or said similar words)! Buy (Save) yourselves (from the 
Hell fire), as I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment. O Banu Abd Manaf! I 
cannot save you from Allah's Punishment. O Abbas Ibn Abd-Al-Muttalib! I 
cannot save you from Allah's punishment. O Safiyyah, (the Aunt of Allah's 
Apostle)! I cannot save you from Allah's Punishment. O Fatimah Bint 
Mohammad! Ask me anything from my wealth, but I cannot save you from 
Allah's Punishment." (This narration is reported by Al-Bukhari on the authority 
of Abu Hurairah; and Muslim on the authority of A'ishah). For this reason, 
whoever knows that his real honour is in proportion to his piety and 
righteousness, and that it was the habit of his fathers to humble themselves, he 
should imitate them in their humility and piety, otherwise, he would be a 
slanderer of his ancestry by his behaviour since he belongs to them and does not 
imitate them in their humility, piety and fear. 

But you may argue that the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be 
upon him” said to Fatimah “Allah be pleased with her" in the same Hadith: "But 
indeed, I cannot protect you from Allah (if He wanted to punish you). But you 
have relation with me, which I would keep (and support)” (according to the 
natration of Muslim on the same authority), and that the Messenger of Allah 
“Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said in another Hadith: "Should the 
tribe of Sulaim expect for my intercession and the offspring of Abd-Al-Muttalib 
should not?" (This narration is reported by At-Tabarani on the authority of 
Abdullah Ibn Ja'far). This means that he “peace be upon him” shall give his 
kinship a great portion of his intercession. 

In reply to that, let's say that every Muslim person expects for the 
intercession of the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon 
him”. Anyone of his relatives also is more entitled to expect for it, provided 
that he should safeguard himself from the wrath and anger of Allah Almighty 
with him. But once Allah grows angry with anyone, the intercession for him 
will not be admitted. That is because sins are divided into those which assures 
displeasure and hate, for which no intercession would be admitted, and those 
which are ready to be forgiven by virtue of intercession. To this He Almighty 
refers in His statement: "and they offer no intercession except for those who 
are acceptable, and they stand in awe and reverence of His (glory)." (Al- 
Anbiya 28) 
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And: " Who is there can intercede in His presence except as He permits?" 
(Al-Bagarah 255) and: "No intercession can avail in His Presence, except for 
those for whom He has granted permission.” (Saba' 23) and: " Then will no 
intercession of (any) intercessors profit them." (Al-Muddaththir 48) 
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That there are sins for which no intercession is accepted, and others which 
might be forgiven by virtue of sins, requires fear and terror. Had all sins been 
forgiven by virtue of intercession, surely, there would have been no necessity for 
the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” to order the 
Quraish to adhere to obedience, nor to forbid Fatimah “Allah be pleased with 
her” from committing sins, and would rather have given her permission to follow 
her desires in order for her pleasure in this world to be complete, and then in the 
hereafter, he would intercede for her, so that her pleasure in the hereafter would 
be complete. To be engaged in sins and give up piety out of reliance on 
intercession is like the engagement of a patient in his lusts and desires depending 
on the skill of a clever and well-trained physician. But even, this is evident 
ignorance for the skill of a physician could not avail in removing all diseases. 
Based on that, one should not leave diet absolutely depending upon the skill of 
the physician, for the physictan plays an important role, but it is not only his role 
that removes all diseases. 

It is within this framework that you should understand the care of Prophets 
and righteous men in regard to intercession for their relatives and friends, which, 
by no means, could remove terror and fear entirely. How should it remove terror 
and fear given that the best of people after the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s 
blessing and peace be upon him”, in spite of their perfect piety, righteousness, 
pure hearts and sincere intentions and good deeds, and the promise they 
received from the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” 
of being admitted to the Garden, hoped to be like animals for fear of reckoning? 
On the contrary, they did not rely on that, nor was fear removed entirely from 
their hearts. So, how should such as is not equal to them in position and 
precedence to faith be conceited by and rely on intercession ? 

The fifth is to be conceited by belonging to wrongful rulers, governors and 
their helpers and assistants, apart from belonging to religion and knowledge. To 
be sure, this is evident ignorance. Its remedy is to think of their shame and 
disgrace, and how they wronged the servants of Allah Almighty, caused mischief 
in the land, corrupted the religion and have become hateful in the Sight of Allah 
Almighty. Were he to imagine their state in the fire of Hell, surely, he would 
disdain to belong to them; and were he to imagine their humiliation in the 
hereafter, with the foes hanging to their necks, and the angels seizing them by 
their forelocks, and dragging them prone on their faces to the fire of Hell, 
because of the complaints of servants against them, surely, he would declare 
himself free from them before Allah Almighty, and it would become dearer to 
him to belong to dogs and pigs than to them. It is then incumbent upon the 
children of wrongdoers to give thanks to Allah Almighty for protecting them 
from the wrongness of their relatives, and pray for forgiveness for their fathers if 
they are Muslims. But to be conceited by that is out of evident ignorance. 

The sixth is to be conceited by the great number of children, offspring, 
servants, patrons, supporters, helpers, allies, etc, just like the statement of the 
disbelievers that they were greater in property and children, and the statement of 
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the Muslims on the Day of the battle of Hunain that they would not be defeated 
on that day because of their great number. Its remedy is the same remedy of 
arrogance as we have already mentioned, ie. to think of one's weakness and 
powerlessness, in the sense that all the people are no more than helpless servants 
who could neither benefit nor harm themselves, let alone anyone else: "How oft, 
by Allah's will, has a small force vanquished a big one? Allah is with those who 
steadfastly persevere." (Al-Baqarah 249) 
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How should he be conceited by them given that they would inevitably leave 
him once he dies, and is buried alone in the grave, in a state of humiliation and 
disgrace, with none to be in his company? Similarly, how should he be conceited 
by them given that they would flee from him on the Day of Judgement, on the 
day a man would flee from his brother, from his mother and father, and from his 
consort and children? Which good lies in him who leaves you when you are in 
the direst need of him? How should you be conceited by him given that nothing 
would avail you in the grave, on the Day of Judgement, and on the bridge (over 
the Hell), barring your deed and the bounty of Allah Almighty? How should you 
rely on him who avails you naught, and forget the graces and favors of Him in 
Whose Hand is your benefit and harm, life and death? 

The seventh is to be conceited by property and wealth, like the state of the 
owner of both gardens when he said to his companion in the course of argument: 
"More wealth have I than you, and more honour and power in (my following of) 
men." He went into his garden in a state (of mind) unjust to his soul: he said, "I 
deem not that this will ever perish, Nor do I deem that the Hour (of Judgment) 
will (ever) come: even if I am brought back to my Lord, J shall surely find (there) 
something better in exchange." (Al-Kahf 35-36) 
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Once, the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” saw 
a rich man having withdrawn himself and drew his garment from a poor man 
when he sat beside him. On that the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and 
peace be upon him” said: "Have you feared that his poverty would transcend him 
to you?" (This narration is reported by Ahmad). 

Its remedy is to think about the evil of wealth, the more rights which are due 
upon it, the superiority of the poor and how they would precede the rich to the 
Garden, how property and wealth are perishable, and that from among the Jews, 
there are such as have more wealth than him. Let him also consider the statement 
of the Messenger of Allah “‘Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”: "While a 
man was strutting in his Burdah since he was proud of himself, Allah Almighty 
caused him to sink down into the earth and he will be sinking deeper and deeper 
in it until the Day of Judgement." (This narration is reported by both sheikhs on 
the authority of Abu Hurairah). It is further narrated on the authority of Abu 
Dharr “Allah be pleased with him” that he said: While I was in the company of 
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the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” he entered the 
mosque and said to me: "O Abu Dharr! Raise your head!" I did and behold! 
There was a man putting on smart clothes." Then, he said to me once again: 
"Raise your head!" I did and behold! There was a man wearing shabby clothes.” 
On that the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said to 
me: "O Abu Dhatr! This (poor) is, in the Sight of Allah Almighty, better than as 
many of the other as fills the earth.” (This narration is reported by Ibn Hibban in 
his Sahih). How should it be imagined that a believer is conceited by his property 
and wealth, given that the poor is more honourable in the Sight of Allah 
Almighty? A real faithful believer is he who always entertains the fear of 
indulgence in fulfilling the right that is due upon property, as regards taking it 
from lawful sources, and spending it properly. Whoever does not do so is 
doomed to disgrace and perdition. So, how should he be conceited by his 
property? 

The eighth is to be conceited by wrong opinion. Allah Almighty says: " Is he, 
then, to whom the evil of his conduct is made alluring, so that he looks upon it as 
good, (equal to one who is rightly guided)?" (Fatir 8) 
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And: "Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life. While they thought 
that they were acquiring good by their works?" (Al-Kahf 104) 
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The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” told that 
this conduct would be prevalent among the later generations of this nation 
(according to the narration of Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi on the authority of 
Abu Tha'labah), It is with this that the previous nations were ruined, as they were 
divided into many divisions, with each conceited by and inclined to their opinions 
and fancies. All men of religious innovations and heresies insisted on theirs 
because of their conceit by their opinions, thinking them to be right. 

But the remedy of that is more difficult than the remedy of anything else, for 
the man of wrong opinion is ignorant of his mistake, and were he to know it, 
surely, he might leave it. The unknown disease could hardly be treated. Since 
ignorance is an unknown disease, its remedy is difficult. A learned could show to 
the ignorant his ignorance and remove it from him, unless he is obstinately 
persistent. So, how should it be treated? Moreover, how should he be asked to 
flee from that which he thinks to be a cause of his happiness? But anyway, its 
remedy is to doubt his own opinion, and not to be deceived by it, unless it is 
supported by proven evidence. One could not be acquainted with the Sharia- 
based and mental proofs and evidences without sharp intellect, shrewd 
intelligence, earnest endeavor and experience in the Book and sunnah, sitting 
with the learned and scholars, and studying knowledge. But in spite of all of that, 
he could not be entirely safe from mistakes and errors in many respects. 

The right for him who is not acquainted with religious sciences is not to delve 
into the different doctrines without knowledge: but rather to have faith in the fact 
that Allah Almighty is One Who has no partner, and that there is nothing like 
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Him, and He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing, and that His Messenger “peace be upon 
him” is truthful in all that he brought and said. Let him also follow the tradition 
of the righteous predecessors, and believe in what is brought in the Book of 
Allah and Prophetic sunnah, without investigation nor inspection. Let him also 
engage in piety, avoiding sins, and doing acts of worship, and show mercy to all 
the Muslims. If he delves into the different doctrines and innovations without 
enough protective knowledge, he would be ruined unknowingly. 


This is the duty of him whose engagement is not the religious sciences. But as 
for him whose occupation is the religious knowledge, first of all, it is incumbent 
upon him to know the right way of acquiring supportive proof and evidence, 
according to the right terms. But this is very difficult except on those strong 
supported by the Light of Allah Almighty. We ask Allah Almighty to protect us 
from error, and seek refuge with Him from being deceived by the fancies of the 
ignorant. 


End of the Book of Condemnation of Arrogance and Vanity; and praise be to 
Allah Alone; and Allah suffices us for the best disposer of affairs; and there is 
neither might nor power but with Allah, Most High, Most Great; and Allah's 
blessing and peace be upon the Prophet, his family and companions. 


It is the tenth book of the quarter of destructives 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Praise be to Allah in Whose hand are the keys of all matters, and with Whose 
Power He moves the keys of good and evil things, Who takes His allies and 
devotees out of darkness to light, and brings His enemies to the afflictions of 
haughtiness. Allah's blessing and peace, as much as it could be along time and 
space, be upon Muhammad, who rescued the people from darkness, his family 
and companions, whom the life of this world did not deceive, nor did the 
deceiver deceive them about Allah Almighty. 

Coming to the point: the key of happiness is alertness and shrewdness, 
whereas the spring of wretchedness is haughtiness and heedlessness. There is no 
favor bestowed by Allah Almighty upon His servant much greater than the favor 
of faith (in Him) and knowledge (about His attributes and acts), and there is no 
way to attain it unless the breast is expanded by the light of insight. On the 
contrary, there is no disfavor much severe than that of disbelief and 
disobedience, and nothing summons them other than the blindness of the heart 
because of the darkness of ignorance. The intelligent and those endued with deep 
insight have their hearts "as if there were a Niche and within it a Lamp: the Lamp 
enclosed in Glass; the glass as it were a brilliant star: lit from a blessed Tree, an 
Olive, neither of the East nor of the West, whose Oil is well-nigh luminous, 
though fire scarce touched it: Light upon Light!" (An-Nur 35) 
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But the deceived have their hearts " like the depths of darkness in a vast deep 
ocean, overwhelmed with billow topped by billow, topped by (dark) clouds: 
depths of darkness, one above another: if a man stretches out his hand, he can 
hardly see it! For any to whom Allah gives not light, there is no light!” (An-Nur 
40) 
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The intelligent are those whom Allah Almighty intended to guide thereupon 
He expanded their breasts to faith and Islam, whereas the conceited are those 
whom Allah intended to leave to stray, thereupon He made their breasts close 
and constricted as if they had to climb up to the skies: thus does Allah (heap) the 
penalty on those who refuse to believe. The deceived is he whose breasts has not 
opened to be guided to the right path, and rather he remains in the darkness of 
blindness, and takes fancy as leader and Satan as guide "and whoever remains 
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blind in this (life of world) will remain blind in the hereafter, and more astray 
from the path." (Al-Isra' 72) 
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Since conceit is the spring of wretchedness and destruction, then, its causes, 
means and ways should be explained in detail, in order for the novice to 
safeguard himself from it. To be sure, the helped among the servants is he who 
knows the evils of things in order to remedy them. In the following pages, we are 
going to explain the different ways of haughtiness, and the sorts of haughty 
among the people who are deceived by the delights and splendor of this life, 
whose outward is good and inward is evil, of which they are heedless. As many as 
the sorts of deceived might be, they could be included under four main 
categories: the first are from the scholars; the second are from the servants; the 
third are from the Sufis; and the fourth are from the owners of property and 
wealth. 

Each sort has many sects, and there are many ways of haughtiness. Some of 
them renders good the evildoing, like him who takes the mosque and adorns it 
from unlawful wealth. Some of them do not distinguish that in which they 
endeavor for their own selves from that in which they endeavor for the Sake of 
Allah Almighty, like the preacher whose purpose is only to attain acceptability 
and majesty among the people. Some of them leave the most important of 
matters and engage in what is not necessary. Some of them leave the obligatory 
duty and engage in the supererogatory deed. Let's begin with exposition of the 
conceit of the learned and scholars, but after exposition of the condemnation of 
conceit. 


CHAPTER ONE 


EXPOSITION OF CONDEMNATION, 
REAL NATURE AND EXAMPLES OF CONCEIT 


Allah Almighty says: " let not then this present life deceive you, nor let the 
Chief Deceiver deceive you about Allah." (Luqman 33) 
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And: " but you led yourselves into temptation; you looked forward (to our 
ruin); you doubted (Allah's Promise); and (your false) desires deceived you; until 
there issued the Command of Allah. And the Deceiver deceived you in respect of 
Allah." (Al-Hadid 14) 


Ojo GL S85 bi pha ES AOS Ribs ttl Reals Rl sd Koss > 

It should be known to you that those alone are sufficient for condemnation 
of conceit. 

The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "How 
good is the sleep and breakfast of the intelligent, and being deprived of the 
insomnia and effort of the foolish, and an atom's weight of deed to be done by 
one endued with certainty of faith is better than as much deeds as fills the earth 
of the deeds to be done by the deceived." (This narration is reported by Ibn Abu 
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Ad-Dunya on the authority of Abu Ad-Darda’). The Messenger of Allah “Ailah’s 
blessing and peace be upon him” further said: "The intelligent is he who mortifies 
himself and works for (the hereafter) after death, whereas the foolish is he who 
follows his own inclinations and desires, and wishes good from Allah Almighty." 
(This narration is reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah on the authority of 
Shaddad Ibn Aws). 

In brief, all that is transmitted in commendation of knowledge and 
condemnation of ignorance refer to the condemnation of conceit, for conceit is 
an outcome of ignorance. The ignorance is to believe that a particular thing is in 
Opposition to its reality, and the conceit results from that. But conceit summons a 
deceiver and a deceived. If the thing in which one believes agrees with his own 
inclinations, and the cause of ignorance is a suspicious and corrupt fancy thought 
to be an indication and it is not really so, the resulting ignorance is called conceit. 
Conceit then is to have oneself comforted with what agrees with the inclination 
and disposition, by way of deception caused by Satan. Whoever thinks that he is 
good, whether in this world or in the hereafter, as a result of a false suspicion, is 
conceited. Since most people think they are good, and they are not really so, this 
requires that most people are conceited. But they are different in the ways and 
degrees of conceit in the sense that the conceit of some is more apparent than 
that of others. The most severe conceit is that of the disbelievers and sinners. So, 
let's present for them examples of the real nature of conceit. 


The First Example: The Conceit Of The Disbelievers 


Some of them ate deceived by the life of this world, and others by the chief 
deceiver about Allah Almighty. As for those who are deceived by the life of this 
world, they say that cash is better and more secure than delay of payment, and 
since world represents the cash and the hereafter the delay of payment, then, this 
world is better than the hereafter, and it should be given preference. They also 
say that certainty is better than uncertainty, and since the pleasures of this world 
are certain, and those of the hereafter uncertain, they are not to sacrifice the 
certain for the uncertain. Those are corrupt analogies like that made by Iblis 
when he said: "I am better than he (Adam), for You have created me from fire, 
and created him from clay." To those Allah Almighty refers in His statement: " 
These are the people who buy the life of this world at the price of the Hereafter: 
their penalty shall not be lightened nor bel they be helped.” (Al-Baqarah we 
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The remedy of that conceit might be either by giving trust by mere faith, or 
by evident proof. To give trust depending upon more faith is to trust Allah 
Almighty in His statements: " What is with you must vanish: What is with Allah 
will endure. And We will certainly bestow, on those who patiently persevere, their 
reward according to the best of their actions." (An-Nahl 25) 
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And: " Whatever you are given (here) is (but) a convenience of this Life: but 
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that which is with Allah is better and more lasting: (it is) for those who believe 
and put their trust in their Lord." (Ash-Shura 36) 
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And: "And verily the Hereafter will be better for you than the present." (Ad- 
Duha 4) 
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And: "Know you (all), that the life of this world is but play and amusement,." 
(Al-Hadid 20) 


4 Al EY Carassius» 
And: "Verily, the promise of Allah is true: let not then this present life deceive 
you, nor let the Chief Deceiver deceive you about Allah." (Luqman 33) 
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The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” told many 
previously disbelievers about that, thereupon they gave trust to him, believed in 
what he brought to them, and did not ask him to provide them with any 
supportive proof for that (according to many narrations in the Sunan). A mention 
might be made here of the Ansar's conversion to Islam and giving the pledge of 
allegiance to the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” 
and the belief of others depending only upon their asking him: "We beseech you 
by Allah to tell us: has Allah sent you as a Messenger?" once he answered in the 
affirmative, they would soon believe in him. This is the laymen's faith which 
keeps one away from conceit. This is like the child's trust in his father when he 
tells him that to attend the school is better than to go to play, given that he 
himself does not know the point of goodness. 

The knowledge depending upon proof and evidence is that he knows the 
corruption of such analogy as devised by Satan and placed in his heart. Indeed, 
there is a reason for every kind of conceit, and this reason depends upon a sort of 
analogy with which one gets comforted unknowingly, without being able to put it 
in the same words of scholars. Indeed, there are two foundations for every 
analogy devised by Satan: the first is that this world represents the cash whereas 
the hereafter the delay of payment; and this is true. The other is the claim that the 
cash is better than the delay of payment; and this is dissembling, for the fact is 
not so. If the cash is equal to what is to be paid later in size and amount, it will be 
better, and if it is lesser, then, the latter is better. 

The deceived disbeliever gives a single Dirham in trade in order to gain 
thereby ten on credit, without saying that the cash is better than the delay of 
payment in order to leave it. If he is warned by a physician of getting the fruits 
and delicious kinds of food he would leave that immediately for fear of the pain 
of disease in the future. In this way, he sacrifices the cash for the delay of 
payment. Almost all the traders travel aboard the sea and exert much effort by 
way of cash in order to get rest and gain profit on credit. To be sure, ten to be 
paid on credit are better than one to be paid immediately. If you measure the 
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duration of this world to that of the hereafter, the lifetime of anyone is no more 
than one hundred years at maximum, and this is less than one of billions of parts 
of the hereafter. By leaving it, he seems to have sacrificed a single one for the 
sake of what is infinite and never-ending. As far as the kind is concerned, the 
pleasures of this world are contaminated by embitterment and disturbance, in 
contrast with the pure uncontaminated pleasures of the hereafter. This is then 
why the statement that the cash is better than the delay of payment is mistaking. 
This conceit originates from the acceptance of a famous general phrase which is 
intended to refer to a particular meaning; and the deceived one forgets that 
particular meaning for which it is intended. The phrase that 'The cash is better 
than the delay of payment' is intended to refer to the cash which is equal in size 
and amount to that to be paid later. 

At that point, Satan hastens to rouse the other false analogy, i.e. that the 
certain is better and more secure than the uncertain, and since the world is certain 
and the hereafter uncertain, then, the world is better. This analogy is more 
corrupt than the first, for both its foundations are false. The certain is better than 
the uncertain if both are equal, otherwise, the trader is certain of his effort and 
uncertain of the profits he is to gain; the jurisprudent is certain of his diligence, 
and uncertain of attaining the degree of knowledge; the hunter is certain of 
hesitation and uncertain of catching his game, etc. but at the same time, the trader 
argues that if he does not practice traffic, he will remain hungry and receive much 
harm, whereas if he practices traffic, he will exert little effort in order to gain 
much profit. The same is true of a patient who drinks the bitter sore bothersome 
medicine of which he is certain while he is uncertain of cure. But he argues that 
the harm caused by the bitter medicine is little in comparison with the expected 
ailment and death. 


Similarly, if one doubts in the hereafter, it is incumbent upon him to say: "No 
doubt, the days of patience and endurance are very little, since they are no more 
than the duration of the lifetime, in comparison with what is said about the 
hereafter. If what is said about it is false, then, I shall miss only the pleasure and 
delights of those few days before which I was nonexistent and after which I 
would return to nonexistence. But if what is said is true, then, I shall have no 
power to abide in the fire of Hell." 


The other foundation of the analogy is that the hereafter is uncertain; and that 
is false, for the hereafter is certain in the sight of the faithful believers. In this 
respect, two perceptibles bring about the knowledge of the hereafter for the 
believer: 


The believer has faith in and gives trust to the hereafter in imitation of the 
Prophets “peace be upon them” and religious scholars. This is the faith of the 
laymen and most private among the people, since with which conceit is removed. 
His parable is like a patient who does not know the medicine of his ailment. But 
there is consensus among all physicians and those skilled in the profession of 
medicine that such and such plant is the proper treatment. He then gives trust to 
their saying, without asking them for any supportive medical proof: On the 
contrary, he becomes confident of and acts upon their statement; and were he to 


Book ten: Condemnation of conceit =_———————~-——_-_ 619 


depend on his own mind and opinion which is in opposition to theirs, he would 
be deceived and conceited. 


The same is true of such as considers those who acknowledge the hereafter, 
and claim that piety is the beneficial medicine to have access to the abiding 
happiness. Those are the most honoured, the highest and the best in mind, 
insight and knowledge among the creatures of Allah Almighty. They comprise the 
Prophets, the devotees of Allah, the religious scholars, and the wise, whom the 
people have followed in their varieties. But those who have deviated are 
individuals that inclined to their desires and lusts, and regarded it difficult upon 
themselves to give up their desires, and to acknowledge that they will be from 
among the denizens of the fire of Hell. The result was that they denied the 
hereafter and gave lie to the Prophets. As well as the saying of a child could not 
remove the self-assurance with what has been agreed upon among the physicians, 
similarly, the saying of that rich who is spellbound by his own desires and lusts 
could not contradict the statements of the Prophets, the devotees of Allah 
Almighty and the religious scholars. This amount of faith is sufficient for the 
laymen. It is a decisive certainty which stimulates one to work for the hereafter, 
and with which conceit might be removed. 


The other perceptible for the knowledge of the hereafter comes from the 
Divine revelation sent upon the Prophets and Messengers, and inspiration given 
to the devotees and allies of Allah Almighty. Do not think that the knowledge 
given to the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” of the 
hereafter, and of all the religious and worldly matters was obtained only from his 
imitation of and listening to Gabriel “peace be upon him” in the same way as you 
might imitate him with the result that your knowledge would be like his. How far! 
There is a big difference. That is, the mere imitation is not a knowledge in so 
much as it is a right belief. But the Prophets “peace be upon them” are 
knowledgeable, in the sense that the things were disclosed to them as they really 
were in nature, which they saw with their internal insight as clear as you see the 
visible things with the external sight. In this way, they told about things they 
really saw and not only listened about. 

It is that the matter of spirit, for example, was disclosed to them to be by the 
command of Allah Almighty. But the command here is not that which 
counteracts forbiddance, for this command is given by speech, and the spirit is 
not speech. It is also not intended to refer to the state, for this means that it is 
among the things created by Allah Almighty. Indeed, there are two worlds: the 
world of the command and the world of creation; and to Allah Almighty do 
belong the command and creation. The concrete bodies which have a particular 
quantity and size belong to the world of creation, and every existent that is 
deemed far beyond quantity and size belongs to the world of the command. This 
item of knowledge belongs to the mystery of the spirit; and whoever knows the 
mystery of spirit has indeed known himself, and whoever knows himself has 
indeed known Allah Almighty. 

Once he knows himself and his Lord Almighty, he has known that he is no 
more than a Divine command, by nature, and that he is a strange in the world of 
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bodies, to which he did not descend by nature and disposition in so much as by 
an accident which occurred to Adam “peace be upon him” in the form of a sin 
he had committed, which caused him to descent from the Garden which is more 
fitting for him according to the requirements of his nature and disposition. That 
is because it is in the neighbourhood of the Lord Almighty, and as he is a Divine 
command, he should have, by nature and disposition, longing for the 
neighbourhood of his Lord Almighty, unless he is diverted from the requirements 
of his nature by the accidents of this world which is strange to him, causing him 
to forget his Lord and his own self. Once he does so, he has indeed wronged 
himself, for it was said to him: " And be you not like those who forgot Allah, and 
He made them forget their own souls! Such are the rebellious transgressors!" (Al- 
Hashr 19) 
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Although the Gnostics get pleasure from listening to those things, those who 
are short of mind and intelligence disgust from them, for the harm they cause to 
them is more than their benefit, and they dazzle their weak eyes in the same way 
as the light of sun dazzles the eyes of bats. The openness of that door from the 
heart to the dominion of the invisible is called mysticism "Ma'rifah" and alliance 
"Wilayah", and the one endued with such is called a Gnostic and a Wali. This is 
the first station of Prophets, and the last station of Awliya’. 

The main point is that the conceit made by Satan about the uncertainty of the 
hereafter might be removed either by traditional trust and faith or by an internal 
insight and witness (by way of inspiration and revelation). If the believers by their 
tongue and faith waste the commands of Allah Almighty, and abandon the 
righteous acts of worship, and rather put on desires and sins, they will join the 
disbelievers in that conceit, for by so doing, they give preference to this world 
over the hereafter, with the difference that their punishment they shall receive is 
less for their faith in general protects them from the abiding torment. They will 
come out of the fire some time later. But at the same time, they are among the 
conceited, for they, though implicitly, acknowledge that the world is better than 
the hereafter. Their faith alone is not sufficient to make them attain felicity since 
they incline to this world and prefer it. 

Allah Almighty says in this respect: "But, without doubt, I am (also) He that 
forgives again and again, to those who repent, believe, and do right, who, in fine, 
are ready to receive true guidance."" (Ta Ha 82) 
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And: "for the Mercy of Allah is (always) near to those who do good." (Al- 
A'raf 56) 
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The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "To 
do good is to worship Allah as if you see Him." (This narration is reported by 
both sheikhs on the authority of Ibn Umar). Allah Almighty further says: " By 
(the Token of) Time (through the Ages), Verily Man is in loss, Except such as 
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have Faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of 
Truth, and of Patience and Constancy." (Al-Asr 1-3) 
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Throughout the entire Book of Allah Almighty, the promise of forgiveness is 
suspended on both faith and righteous deed, and not on faith alone. Thus, those 
also are deceived, who are comforted and pleased with this world, enjoy of its 
delights and luxuries, like it so much, and dislike death for fear of their loss of the 
pleasures and delights of this world. This is an example of the disbelievers' 
conceit by this world. Let's present two further examples for the conceit of 
disbelievers and sinners about Allah Almighty. 

The first is about the disbelievers' conceit about Allah Almighty, and its 
example is like their saying in themselves: "If there is an appointment with Allah 
Almighty, of a surety, we are more entitled to it than anyone else, in which we 
will be the happiest and our portion will be the greatest. Allah Almighty says in 
description of their state on the tongue of the wealthy man who said to his 
companion in the course of mutual argument: "Nor do I deem that the Hour (of 
Judgment) will (ever) come: even if I am brought back to my Lord, I shall surely 
find (there) something better in exchange." (Al-Kahf 36) 
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It is said, in comment on it, that the wealthy built a palace at cost of one 
thousand Dinars, bought a garden for one thousand Dinars, and servants for one 
thousand Dinars, and married a woman with a dower of one thousand Dinars. 
His companion said to him: "Is it not better for you if you exchanged that 
perishable palace in this world for another in Paradise which would never perish, 
this perishable garden for a garden which would never perish, those servants for 
others who would abide forever, and this woman for one of the houris who 
would never die?" every time, the disbeliever gave the same reply: "What is said 
about the hereafter is nonsense, and in case it is true, I shall have the greatest 
portion there." 

The same is true of Al-As Ibn Wa'il when he said: "I shall certainly be given 
wealth and children." Allah Almighty said in reply to that: "Has he penetrated to 
the Unseen, or has he taken a contract with (Allah) Most Gracious? Nay! We 
shall record what he says, and We shall add and add to his punishment. To Us 
shall return all that he talks of, and he shall appear before Us bare and alone." 
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In this connection, it is narrated on the authority of Khabbab Ibn Al-Aratt 
“Allah be pleased with him” that he said: Al-As Ibn Wa'il was owing me some 


money and when I went to take it back he rejected. I said to him: "Then, I shall 
take it back from you in the hereafter." On that he said: "Then, when you come 
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to the hereafter, I shall have much wealth and children, and at that time, I shall 
fulfill you your debt." On that occasion, Allah Almighty revealed: " Have you 
then seen the (sort of) man who rejects Our Signs, yet says: "I shall certainly be 
given wealth and children." Has he penetrated to the Unseen, or has he taken a 
contract with (Allah) Most Gracious? Nay! We shall record what he says, and We 
shall add and add to his punishment. To Us shall return all that he talks of, and 
he shall aa pea Us bare and alone." eras 77- ie 
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(This narration is reported by both Al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

On a similar occasion, Allah Almighty says: " When We give him a taste of 
some Mercy from Ourselves, after some adversity has touched him, he is sure to 
say, "This is due to my (merit): I think not that the Hour (of Judgment) will (ever) 
be established; but if 1 am brought back to my Lord, I have (much) good (stored) 
in His sight!" but We will show the Unbelievers the truth of all that they did, and 
We shall give them the taste of a severe Penalty.” (Fussilat 50) 
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All of this belongs to the conceit about Allah Almighty, depending upon one 
of the analogies devised by Iblis, we seek refuge with Allah from it. They regard 
the favor of Allah upon them in this world, and measure the favor of the 
hereafter upon it, and the delay of punishment in this world and measure the 
punishment of the hereafter upon it. This is confirmed by the statement of Allah 
Almighty: " and they say to themselves, "Why does not Allah punish us for our 
words?" Enough for them is Hell: in it will they burn, and evil is that 
destination!" (Al-Mujadilah 8) 
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Sometimes, they regard the faithful believers in their state of poverty and 
destitution, thereupon they despise them saying: "Is it these then that Allah has 
favoured from amongst us?" Does not Allah know best those who are grateful?" 
(Al-An'am 53) 
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And: "If (this Message) were a good thing, (such men) would not have gone 
to it first, before us!" and seeing that they guide not themselves thereby, they will 
say, "This is an (old), old falsehood!" (Al-Ahgaf 11) 
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The analogy they make goes as follows: "Allah has done good to us with the 
bliss of this world; and every doer of good loves whomever he does good to, and 
every lover shall do good in the future to whomever he loves." The point of 
dissembling is that such a man thinks that the bestowal of pleasures and delights 
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upon him in this world is out of doing good to him. This is conceit about Allah 
for he thinks that he is honoured in His sight, depending upon a proof that 
indicates not to honour in so much as to humility in the sight of those endued 
with deep intelligence. That is because the pleasures and delights of this world are 
but destructives, which remove one far from the mercy of Allah Almighty. "Allah 
Almighty protects His devotees from the evils of this world, out of His love for 
them, in the same way as anyone of you protects his patient from food and drink 
out of love and sympathy for him." (This narration is reported by both At- 
Tirmidhi and Al-Hakim on the authority of Qatadah Ibn An-Nu'man). This 
statement is transmitted from the master of mankind, the Messenger of Allah 
“Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”. 

It was the habit of the masters of insight to grieve and say whenever the 
world turned to them with its pleasures and delights: "This is a sin whose 
punishment has been hastened on for us in this world" seeing it a sign of Allah's 
displeasure with and carelessness for them; and whenever the poverty turned to 
them, they would say: "Welcome to the motto of the righteous!" on the opposite 
side is the deceived who, if the world turns to him with its pleasures, thinks it is 
due to his honour in the Sight of Allah; and whenever it is turned away from him, 
he thinks this is due to his humiliation. This is confirmed by Allah's statement: " 
Now, as for man, when his Lord tries him, giving him honour and gifts, then says 
he, (puffed up), "My Lord has honoured me." But when he tries him, restricting 
his subsistence for him, then says he (in despair), "My Lord has humiliated me!" 
Nay, nay!" (Al-Fajr 14-17) 


Pre ee aaa. Sa ae > Sen Uae Se Pe Le Say Oe 
jaa Ube Gy Uh ay 55 Uy 5g OSU dy WT 18) TU > 
- be 


CQ) aT OA SVL IS @ yhal ws Vyas 18), ale 

Nay! This is out of conceit. Al-Hassan said in his comment on that: "He 
Almighty gave lie to them by saying ‘Nay’, ie. "This is not the way of My 
honouring or humiliating, but the honoured is him whom I honour with My 
obedience, be he rich or poor, and the humiliated is he whom | humiliate with 
My disobedience, be he rich or poor." 

The remedy of that is to know first of all the portents of honour and 
humiliation, either by insight or by imitation. As for the way of insight, it is to 
know that the closer one comes to the desires and lusts of this world, the farther 
he turns from Allah Almighty, and the farther he turns from the desires and lusts 
of this world, the closer he comes to Allah Almighty. This is perceived by way of 
inspiration; and exposition of it belongs to the science of Disclosure 
(Mukashafah), which is not relevant to the science of practical religion. As for the 
way of imitation and trust, it is to have faith in the Book of Allah Almighty, and 
give trust to His Messenger “peace be upon him”. Allah Almighty says in this 
connection: " Do they think that because We have granted them abundance of 
wealth and sons, We would hasten them on in every good? Nay, they do not 
understand." (Al-Mu'minun 55-56) 
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And: "by degrees shall We punish them from directions they perceive not." 
(Al-Qalam 44) 
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And: "But when they forgot the warning they had received, We opened to 
them the gates of all (good) things, until, in the midst of their enjoyment of Our 
gifts, on a sudden, We called them to account, when lo! they were plunged in 
despair!" (Al-An’am 44) 
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In comment on the statement of Allah: "by degrees shall We punish them 
from directions they perceive not" (Al-Qalam 44) 
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It is said that whenever they commit a sin, We give them a new favor in order 
to increase in conceit. In confirmation of that, He Almighty says: " Let not the 
Unbelievers think that our respite to them is good for themselves: We grant them 
respite that they may grow in their iniquity: but they will have a shameful 
punishment.” (Al Imran 178) 
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And: "Think not that Allah does not heed the deeds of those who do wrong. 
He but gives them respite against a Day when the eyes will fixedly stare in 
horror." (Ibrahim 42) 
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Whoever has faith in Allah Almighty gets rid of that conceit, which stems 
from people's ignorance of Allah, His acts and attributes. Whoever knows 
Him well does not feel entirely safe from His plan, nor is he conceited by 
those false fancies. That is because he regards the kings of the earth like 
Pharaoh, Haman, Numrudh, etc: How Allah Almighty did good to them in 
the beginning, and in the end He destroyed them entirely, as confirmed by His 
statement: " But how many (countless) generations before them have We 
destroyed? Can you find a single one of them (now) or hear (so much as) a 
whisper of them?" (Maryam 98) 
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Of His planning and seizing by degrees, Allah Almighty warns saying: " Did 
they then feel secure against the Plan of Allah? But no one can feel secure from 
the Plan of Allah, except those (doomed) to ruin!" (AJ-A'raf 99) 
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And: "They plotted and planned, but We too planned, even while they 
perceived it not." (An-Naml 50) 
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And: "They plot and plan, and Allah too plans, but the best of planners is 
Allah." (Al-Anfal 30) 
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And: "As for them, they are but plotting a scheme, And I am planning a 
scheme. Therefore grant a delay to the Unbelievers: give respite to them gently 
(for a while)." (At-Tariq 15-17) 
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Whoever then feels secure against the plan of Allah Almighty is conceited, 
and it originates from taking as evidence for his honour the pleasures and delights 
of this world, although this might probably be a sign of humiliation. But this 
probability does not agree with one's inclinations and desires. Satan, by virtue of 
fancy, causes the heart to agree with him, i.e. to give trust to its being an evidence 
for honour. This is the definition of conceit. 


The Second Example: The Conceit 
Of The Disobedient Among The Believers 


That is by their saying that "Allah is generous, and we expect for His 
forgiveness", upon which they rely, causing them to neglect deeds. This kind of 
conceit and deception is made alluring to them by calling it expectation and 
hope, assuming it to be a station of praise in religion, saying that "the favor of 
Allah is extensive, His mercy is all-embracing, His generosity is wide-ranging: so 
where are the sins of the servants in the midst of the oceans of His mercy? and as 
we are believing monotheists, we expect His forgiveness by means of faith." 
Perhaps they depend in their expectation on adherence to the righteousness and 
high rank of their forefathers. A mention may be made of the offspring of Ali 
“Allah be pleased with him” who are conceited by their belonging (to Ali), 
although they disagree with the conduct of their forefathers of piety, 
righteousness and fear of Allah, assuming themselves to be more honoured in the 
Sight of Allah Almighty than their forefathers, who, given their piety and 
righteousness, were in horror, while they, given their dissoluteness and 
wickedness, are in safety and peace. That is the utmost degree of conceit about 
Allah Almighty. The analogy devised by Satan to Ali's offspring is that "whoever 
loves a man should love his offspring, and since Allah Almighty loved your 
fathers, He should love you too, in such a way that makes you not in need of 
obedience.” 

But that conceited forgets that when Noah “peace be upon him” wanted to 
take his son in his company in the ark, Allah Almighty rejected (for he was a 
disbeliever), thereupon he was among those overwhelmed in flood. He said: "O 
my Lord! Surely my son is of my family! and Your promise is true, and You are 
the Justest of Judges!" He said: "O Noah! he is not of your family: for his 
conduct is unrighteous. So ask not of Me that of which you have no knowledge! I 
give you counsel, lest you act like the ignorant!" Noah said: "O my Lord! I do 
seek refuge with You, lest I ask You for that of which I have no knowledge. And 
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unless You forgive me, and have Mercy on me, I should indeed be lost!" (Hud 
45-47) 
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He also forgets that when Abraham “peace be upon him” prayed for 
forgiveness for his father, it was of no profit to him. When our Prophet 
Muhammad “peace be upon him” sought the permission of his Lord to visit the 
grave of his mother and pray for forgiveness for her, He gave him permission to 
visit her grave, but not to pray for forgiveness for her, thereupon he sat weeping 
on her grave, for his sympathy for her due to the tie of kinship to the extent that 
he caused those round him to weep too. (This narration is reported by Muslim on 
the authority of Abu Hurairah). 

This is conceit about Allah Almighty, for Allah Almighty loves the obedient 
and dislikes the disobedient. As weil as He Almighty does not dislike the obedient 
father because of His dislike for the disobedient son, He also does not like the 
disobedient son because of His love for the obedient father. Were love to be 
inherited from fathers to sons, the same should be true of dislike. But the right ts 
that no bearer of a sin would bear the sin of another. Whoever assumes he would 
be delivered and saved just by virtue of the piety and righteousness of his father 
is like him who assumes he would be satiated by virtue of eating and quenched by 
virtue of drinking of his father. To be sure, piety is a duty which is obligatory 
upon everyone and no father could suffice his son in aught. On the Day of 
Judgement, every one will flee from his brother, his mother and father and seek 
the reward of his own piety and righteousness, unless Allah Almighty permits 
intercession for whomever He pleases as we have already mentioned in the Book 
of Arrogance and Vanity. 

But you may argue: "Where is the error of the statement of the disobedient 
and wicked that "Allah Almighty is generous and oft-forgiving, and we expect 
His forgiveness and mercy", given that He Almighty says about Himself: "I am to 
fulfill the assumption of My servant about me. So, let him have but good 
assumption of Me." In reply to that, let's say that this statement seems apparently 
accepted in the hearts. But at the same time, it should be known to you that Satan 
always seduces man with words to be outwardly accepted and inwardly rejected; 
and were it not for its good appearance, surely, the hearts would not have been 
deceived by it. But our Prophet “peace be upon him” disclosed this fact when he 
said: "The intelligent is he who mortifies himself and works for (the hereafter) 
after death, whereas the foolish is he who follows his own inclinations and 
desires, and wishes good from Allah Almighty." (This narration is reported by At- 
Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah on the authority of Shaddad Ibn Aws). 

That is the wish from Allah Almighty which Satan, by way of deception, calls 
it hope. But Allah Almighty shows the meaning of hope when He says: "Those 
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who believed and those who suffered exile and fought (and strove and struggled) 
in the path of Allah, they have the hope of the Mercy of Allah: and Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful." (Al-Bagarah 218) 
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This means that hope is fitting for them for the reward of the hereafter will 
be in recompense for the deed they do in this world, as shown from His 


statement: "Now no person knows what delights of the eye are kept hidden (in 
reserve) for them, as a reward for their (good) Deeds." (As-Sajdah 17) 
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And: "and only on the Day of Judgment shall you be paid your full 
recompense." (Al Imran 185) 
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It was said to Al-Hassan: "Some people say that they hope for good from 
Allah, and at the same time, they waste the deed." On that he said: "How far! 
How far! Those are their own desires, for whoever has a hope for something 
should seek after it, and whoever fears of something should flee from it." Muslim 
Ibn Yassar said: "Yesterday, I kept prostrating (to Allah in prayer) until my two 
front teeth fell down." A man said to him: "We hope for the mercy and 
forgiveness of Allah." On that he said to him: "How far! How far! Whoever has a 
hope for something should seek after it, and whoever as a fear of something 
should flee from it." As well as anyone is mad if he has a hope for a child and he 
has not got married yet, and in case he gets married he has not had sexual relation 
with his wife yet, and in case he does, he has not ejaculated sperm into her vagina 
yet, similarly, he is conceited who has a hope for the mercy of Allah Almighty, 
given that he has not believed yet, or even if he believes, he has not worked 
righteous deeds yet, or even if he works good, he has not given up sins yet. On 
the contrary, as well as one is intelligent when he marries, has sexual relation with 
his wife, and ejaculates sperm into her vagina, and at the same ume, remains 
hesitant between fear and hope for the bounty of Allah Almighty, to create the 
child and avert diseases from the womb until the child becomes full, similarly, 
one is intelligent if he believes, works righteousness and gives up sins, and, at the 
same time, remains hesitant between fear and hope: fear lest his deed would not 
be accepted from him, and hope for Allah to set him firm with the constant 
words, safeguard his religion from the thunderbolts of death agonies until he dies 
on monotheism, and keep his heart from inclination to desires and lusts. 

Any other than those are conceited about Allah Almighty: " Soon will they 
know, when they see the Penalty, who it is that is most misled in Path!" (Al- 
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"And you shall certainly know the truth of it (all) after a while." (Sad 88) 
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At that time, they will say, as told by Allah Almighty: "Our Lord! we have 
seen and we have heard: now then send us back (to the world): we will work 
righteousness: for we do indeed (now) believe." (As-Sajdah 12) 
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I.e. we have indeed come to know that you are true in all things You have 
told us about, and " That man can have nothing but what he strives for; and That 
(the fruit of) his striving will soon come in sight." (An-Najm 39-40) 
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"every time a Group is cast therein, its Keepers will ask, "Did no Warner 
come to you?" They will say: "Yes indeed; a Warner did come to us, but we 
rejected him and said, ‘Allah never sent down any (Message): you are in nothing 
but an egregious delusion!""" (Al-Mulk 8-9) 
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It will be said to hare asinee "Then still even soul be paid what it earned, 
and none shall be dealt with unjustly" (Al-Baqarah 281) 
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And "Every soul will be re in pledge for its deeds"(Al-Muddaththir 38) 
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What has conceited you about Allah Almighty after you had heard and 
understood? they will reply: "Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we 
should not (now) be among the Companions of the Blazing Fire!" They will then 
confess their sins: but far will be (Forgiveness) from the Companions of the 
Blazing Fire!" (Al-Mulk 10-11) 
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1- You may ask: "Then, when should hope be praiseworthy?" in reply to 
that, let's say that hope is praiseworthy in two points: The first pertains to the 
disobedient who is engaged in sin, when the idea of repentance occurs to his 
mind, thereupon Satan says to him: "How should your repentance be accepted 
from your” by so doing, he causes him to despair of the mercy of Allah Almighty. 
At that point, he has to curb despair by hope, and remember that Allah Almighty 
forgives all sins and that He is generous and turns in repentance to His servants, 
and that repentance is an act of worship which plots out sins. Allah Almighty 
says: " Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! despair not 
of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. 

"Turn you to your Lord (in repentance) and bow to His (Will), before the 
Penalty comes on you: after that you shall not be helped." (Az-Zumar 53-54) 
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And: "But, without doubt, I am (also) He that forgives again and again, to 


those who repent, believe, and do right, who, in fine, are ready to receive true 
guidance." (Ta Ha 82) 
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If one then expects forgiveness with repentance, he will be a hoper (of Allah's 
mercy);and if he expects it without repentance, but rather with insistence on sin, 
he will be conceited. 

The other point is that one weakens to do the supererogatory good deeds, 
and limits himself to the obligatory deeds, and, expecting the bliss of Allah 
Almighty, and His promise of good to the righteous believers, he is stimulated to 
do the supererogatory good deeds, and remember the statement of Allah 
Almighty: " The Believers must (eventually) win through, Those who humble 
themselves in their prayers; Who avoid vain talk; Who are active in deeds of 
charity; Who abstain from sex; Except with those joined to them in the marriage 
bond, or (the captives) whom their right hands possess, for (in their case) they are 
free from blame, But those whose desires exceed those limits are transgressors, 
Those who faithfully observe their trusts and their covenants; And who (strictly) 
guard their prayers; These will be the heirs, Who will inherit Paradise: they will 
dwell therein (forever)." (Al-Mu'minun 1-11) 
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The first hope curbs the despair which hinders repentance, and the other 
curbs the weakness which stands against doing the supererogatory deeds. To put 
it, every kind of expectation that stimulates one to repent or do acts of worship is 
a hope for the mercy of Allah; and every kind of wish that brings about indolence 
in reliance on it only is a conceit. Its example is like one who gives up sin and 
intends to engage in worship, thereupon Satan says to him: "Why do you harm 
yourself and you have a generous forgiving merciful Lord Who forgives sins 
again and again?" The result is that he weakens to repent and do the acts of 
worship. This is conceit. At that level, one should resort to fear, Le. to frighten 
himself by the anger and punishment of Allah Almighty, saying to himself: 
"Although He is forgives sins and accepts repentance, He also is strict in 
punishment; and although He is generous, He will leave the disbelievers in the 
fire of Hell forever, given that in naught does their disbelief harm Him. 
Moreover, He has made many of His servants subject to afflictions, trials, 
diseases and evils in this world, given that He has the power to remove them all. 
If this is His way with His servants, and at the same time He has frightened me of 
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His punishment, how should I not fear Him, and how should I be conceited 
about Him?". 

Both hope and fear are to lead men to do and work, and what does not 
stimulate one to work belongs to wishful conceit. To be sure, the wishful conceit 
of all the people causes them to weaken and fail to do and endeavor, turn their 
faces to the world, refrain from Allah Almighty, and neglect to seek for the 
hereafter. That is the conceit. The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace 
be upon him” told that conceit would prevail over the hearts of the later 
generations of this Muslim nation. The prophecy of the Prophet “peace be upon 
him” came true. 

During the first generations, the people used to do the acts of worship 
regularly, and do all they did while their hearts were in awe that they would 
inevitably return to Allah Almighty. They feared for themselves although they 
spent night and day in worship out of obedience to Allah Almighty, strove to 
safeguard themselves from the taint of suspicions and desires, and endeavored to 
remain in privacy and solitude (for fear of the suspicion of showing off). But now 
you see the people living in safety, pleasure, self-assurance, entertaining no fear, 
given their engagement in sins, involvement in the pleasures and delights of this 
world, and turning away from Allah Almighty, under pretext that they are 
confident of the generosity and bounty of Allah Almighty, and expecting His 
forgiveness and pardon, as if they seem to know of His bounty and generosity 
what the Prophets “peace be upon him”, the companions “Allah be pleased with 
them”, and the righteous predecessors knew not. 

If this matter is to be attained only by hopes and desires, then, for which 
thing did those righteous predecessors weep, grieve and fear? We have 
mentioned those things in detail in the Book of Hope and Fear. Furthermore, the 
Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said according to 
the narration on the authority of Ma’'qil Ibn Yasar “Allah be pleased with him”: 
"A time will come upon the people in which the Qur'an would become old in the 
hearts of men just as clothes grow old (and torn( on the bodies; and that is 
because they will be seized by covet and not fear: if anyone of them does good, 
he will think that Allah should inevitably accept his deed, and if anyone of them 
does evil, he will think that He Almighty should inevitably forgive for him." (This 
narration is reported by Abu Mansur Ad-Dailami on the authority of Ibn Abbas). 
He told that they would replace fear with covet due to their ignorance of the 
threats brought in the Qur'an (of Allah's punishment). 

To a similar case, Allah Almighty refers in His statement about the Christians: 
" After them succeeded an (evil) generation: they inherited the Book, but they 
chose (for themselves) the vanities of this world, saying (for excuse): 
"(Everything) will be forgiven for us."" (Al-A'raf 169) 
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It means that although they inherited the Scripture, they took from this world 
their own desires and lusts, be it lawfully or unlawfully, under pretext that they 
would be forgiven by Allah Almighty Who says: " But for such as fear the time 
when they will stand before (the Judgment Seat of) their Lord, there will be two 
Gardens." (Ar-Rahman 46) 
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. And: "This for such as fear the Time when they shall stand before My 
tribunal, such as fear the Punishment denounced." (Ibrahim 14) 
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The Qur'an entirely from beginning to end is full of threats and warnings 
which no one reflects well but that he becomes sad and fearful in case he has 
faith in what it contains. But it seems that the people nowadays deal with the 
Qur'an in opposition to that, and act upon it carelessly and slightly. Is there any 
conceit more grievous than that? 

Those are some examples for the conceit about Allah Almighty. This is 
almost the case of people who do acts of worship, in addition to sins, and 
although their sins are more, they expect forgiveness from Allah Almighty, and 
assume that the scale of their good deeds would overweigh that of their evil 
deeds. This is, to be sure, an evident ignorance. One of those might give in 
charity a few Dirhams from lawful as well as unlawful sources, although what he 
illegally usurps from the property and wealth of Muslims is many times what he 
gives. Some of them think their acts of worship are more than their sins, and that 
is simply because they do not reckon themselves, nor inspect their sins, and 
whenever anyone of them does an act of worship, he always remembers it with 
pride. His example is like him who prays for Allah's forgiveness with his tongue 
or celebrates the glories of Allah one hundred times a day, and at the same time, 
backbites the Muslims and injures their honours, and talks with what displeases 
Allah Almighty along the whole day. But even, he considers only the number of 
his glorifications and prayers for forgiveness, and takes no heed of his nonsense 
along the entire day which, should it be written, would be one hundred if not one 
thousand times the number of his glorifications . But Allah Almighty threatens to 
punish him for every word he utters, saying: "Not a word does he utter but there 
is a sentinel by him, ready (to note it)." (Qaf 18) 
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CHAPTER TWO 
EXPOSITION OF SORTS OF CONCEITED; AND DIVISIONS 
INTO WHICH EACH IS DIVIDED 
They are of four sorts: 
The First Class: Men Of Knowledge 


The conceited among them are divided into many divisions: 
The first are those well-versed in religious and mental sciences, which they 
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perfected on the exclusion of maintaining the organs and parts of body from 
committing evil and sins. That is because they were conceited by their knowledge, 
thinking they would have a good position in the Sight of Allah, for they attained 
with their knowledge an extent at which the like of them would never be 
punished, and that their intercession for people should be accepted by Allah, and 
that they would not be reckoned for their sins and mistakes in view of their 
honour in the Sight of Allah Almighty. But nay! They are conceited. If they 
consider the matter with the eye of insight, they would know that knowledge is of 
two kinds of sciences: The sciences of practical religion (Mu'amalah) and the 
sciences of disclosure (Mukashafah), i.e. the knowledge about Allah, His Names, 
attributes and acts. 

As for the sciences of practical religion, like the knowledge of what is lawful 
and unlawful, what is praiseworthy and blameworthy of manners, and the way of 
treatment, they are intended only to put to practice; and were it not for the need 
of practice, surely, they would have no value at all. Suppose that there is a patient 
whose illness caters for a particular medicine to be learnt from a skilled physician: 
Would his prescription alone suffice to remove the illness unless the patient takes 
that medicine regularly and properly as defined by the physician? Of course not. 
Similarly, the religious jurisprudent who perfected the science of the acts of 
worship and did not act upon it, perfected the science of sins and did not avoid 
sins, perfected the science of blameworthy manners and did not justify and purify 
his own self from them, perfected the science of praiseworthy manners and did 
not acquire them to be integral to his own character: He is, to be sure, a 
conceited. Allah Almighty says: " Truly he succeeds that purifies it" (Ash-Shams 
9) 
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And does not say that he succeeds who learns and teaches to the people how 
to justify the self. 

But at that point, Satan says to him, by way of deception: "Let not that 
example deceive you, for although the mere knowledge of the medicine alone 
does not remove the illness, your intention is to come closer to Allah Almighty 
and get reward, and knowledge alone is rewardable." Moreover, he relates to him 
the narrations and stories about the excellence and superiority of knowledge. If 
the poor jurisprudent is conceited, this deception would agree with his fancy and 
inclination, and he would rest assured on it on the exclusion of work; and if he is 
intelligent, he would reply to Satan: "Do you remind me of the excellence of 
knowledge, and make me forget the demerits of the dissolute learned who does 
not act upon his knowledge?" 

Of course, he refers to the statement of Allah Almighty: " So his example is 
like that of the dog: if you chase him, he pants, or if you leave him, he [stil]] 
pants.” (Al-A’raf 176) 
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And: "The similitude of those who were charged with the (obligations of the) 
Mosaic Law, but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is that of a 
donkey which carries huge tomes (but understands them not)." (Al-Jumu'ah 5) 
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Which disgrace is greater than both similitudes? 


Furthermore, the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon 
him” said: "He, who advances in knowledge but not in guidance, is but 
removed farther from Allah Almighty." Allah's Apostle "Allah's blessing and 
peace be upon him" further said: “On the day of Judgement, the learned man 
will be brought forward and thrown into the fire of Hell whereas his bowels 
will gush out and he will be made to carry them round and go round all over 
the Hell in the same way as a donkey turns a mill-stone round and round. 
Then the people of Hell will ask him about the reason of his torture and he 
will say: “I was wont to enjoin what is right upon others but failed to do it 
myself, and to forbid what is wrong and committed it myself." The Messenger 
of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said too: "The worst of 
people are the evil learned." 


Abu Ad-Darda' “Allah be pleased with him” said: "Woe once to him who 
does not learn and if Allah wills, He would cause him to learn; and woe seven 
times to him who learns and does not act upon his knowledge." That is 
because knowledge would be an argument against him on the Day of 
Judgement, and it would be said to him: "How have you acted upon your 
knowledge? How have you thanked Allah Almighty for His favor of 
knowledge He bestowed upon you?" the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing 
and peace be upon him” said: "The one who shall receive the most grievous 
punishment on the Day of Judgement is a learned whom Allah Almighty 
benefitted not by his knowledge.” 

But this is in case the suggestion of Satan does not agree with the 
inclination of the dissolute scholar. But since the stories and narrations about 
the superiority and good merits of knowledge agree with him, Satan soon 
inclines his heart to what he desires. That is an evident conceit, which 
becomes clear if he considers it with the eye of deep insight. If he considers it 
with the eye of faith, he should know that he who told him about the 
superiority of knowledge is the same who told him about the condemnation 
of the evil scholars, who would be more worse in the Sight of Allah Almighty 
than the ignorant. If he, after all of that, is sure of being on the right, although 
he knows well that the argument of Allah is against him, he would be 
evidently conceited. 

The same is true of him who claims he is knowledgeable of the sciences of 
disclosure (Mukashafah), i.e. the knowledge about Allah, His names, attributes 
and acts, but at the same time, he neglects work and practice, and wastes the 
command of Allah Almighty: He is more conceited. His example is like one 
who intends to serve a king, and limits his knowledge of him to his physical 
characteristics and visible appearance, on the exclusion of his spiritual 
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character, what he likes and dislikes, what he accepts and rejects, etc. that 
such a learned indulges in piety and neglects the command of Allah, and 
rather follows his own desires and lusts indicates that what is revealed to him 
of the knowledge about Allah Almighty is no more than the names without 
their meanings: Were he to know Allah Almighty as it should be, He would 
safeguard himself from His punishment. 

It is unimaginable that a rational person knows a lion and does not 
safeguard himself from it. Allah Almighty revealed to David “peace be upon 
him”: "Fear me in the same way as you fear a wild animal." Indeed, whoever 
knows Allah Almighty well should learn that He has the power to destroy all 
the worlds and does not care, and learn that he is subjugated in service of 
Him Who has the power to ruin thousands of thousands like him. For this 
reason, Allah Almighty says: " Such as truly fear Allah most, among His 
Servants, are those who have knowledge: for Allah is Exalted in Might, Oft- 
Forgiving.” (Fatir 28) 
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The opening of the Psalms of David is: "The head of wisdom is to fear 
Allah." According to Ibn Mas'ud “Allah be pleased with him”: "Sufficient for 
knowledge is to fear Allah Almighty; and sufficient for ignorance is to be 
conceited about Allah Almighty." Once, Al-Hassan's religious verdict was sought, 
and when he gave his opinion, it was said to him: "But this is not the opinion of 
our religious jurisprudents.” On that he said: "Is there any religious jurisprudent? 
The real religious jurisprudent is he who spends his night in standing (for 
supererogatory prayers), his day in fasting, and abstains in this world." He said 
once again: "The real religious jurisprudent is he who neither adulates, nor 
quarrels, but rather publicizes the wisdom of Allah Almighty: if it is accepted 
from him, he should praise Allah, and if it is rejected from him, he also should 
praise Allah." The religious jurisprudent is he who understands from Allah 
Almighty His command and forbiddance, and learns what He likes and what 
He dislikes: By so doing, he becomes a real learned. If Allah intends good for 
a man, He gives him the faculty of religious understanding and learning; 
otherwise, he will be among the conceited. 

Another division perfected both knowledge and work. They did regularly 
the apparent acts of worship and avoided sins. But they did not inspect their 
hearts in order to plot out the characteristics that are hateful in the Sight of 
Allah Almighty, like envy, arrogance, haughtiness, hatred, showing off, 
seeking majesty, loftiness and fame, doing harm and evil to fellows, etc. 
Perhaps, some of them do not know that those are blameworthy, and thus 
they are involved in them, careless about the statement of the Messenger of 
Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”: "The least degree of showing 
off is (equal) to ascribe partners to Allah in worship." And the second 
statement of the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon 
him”: "None shall enter the Garden in whose heart there is an atom's weight 
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of arrogance." And the third statement of the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s 
blessing and peace be upon him”: "Envy consumes good deeds in the same 
way as fire consumes wood." And the fourth statement of the Messenger of 
Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”: "Love for honour and 
majesty causes hypocrisy to grow in the same way as water causes grains to 
grow." Those adorned their outward appearances and neglected their inward 
secrets, forgetting the statement of the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing 
and peace be upon him”: "Indeed, Allah never considers your faces nor your 
bodies, but rather He considers your hearts and deeds." They thus fostered 
the apparent works but not hearts, given that the heart is the origin for none 
shall be saved unless he who will come to Allah with a sound heart. 


A third division know that although those inside manners are blameworthy 
under Sharia, they, being conceited by themselves, think that they are free 
from them entirely, and that they are too honoured and lofty in the Sight of 
Allah to put them to trial because of those things, with which Allah tests only 
the laymen. But if the traces of arrogance or seeking majesty, loftiness, 
honour and power of authority appear on them, they would claim that this is 
not arrogance or haughtiness in so much as it is to exalt religion, show the 
honour of knowledge, support the religion of Allah, and humiliate the 
innovators of heresies who disagree with it. But such a conceited person 
forgets that his real enemy of whom Allah Almighty warned him is Satan, who 
rejoices at what he does, and makes fun of him. 


By so doing, he forgets how the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and 
peace be upon him” supported religion, made superior the Word of Allah 
Almighty, and humiliated the disbelievers and polytheists. He also forgets how 
the companions “Allah be pleased with them” were humble and modest, and 
how they were satisfied with poverty to the extent that Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
“Allah be pleased with him” was blamed for the cheap clothes he was putting 
on when he went to Sham, thereupon he said: "We are a people whom Allah 
honoured with Islam. So, we do not seek honour in anything else." Therefore, 
that conceited person seeks the honour and power of religion through the 
expensive garments of forbidden silk and brocade, and graceful vehicles and 
mounts, claiming that he maintains the honour of knowledge and religion. 


The same is true of him who envies his fellows or his debaters, thinking it 
not envy in so much as a zeal for the sake of truth, and refutation of the 
invalidator in his transgression and wrongness. He indeed makes show of his 
knowledge and behaviours. If the thought of showing off occurs to his mind, 
he would say: "How far! I show my deed and knowledge just so that the 
people would imitate me, and be guided to the religion of Allah Almighty, and 
delivered from His punishment." But he is heedless that he does not rejoice 
when people imitate anyone else as he rejoices when they imitate him, given 
that if his purpose is the righteousness of people in general, he would rejoice 
when they become right at the hands of any person. When he remembers that, 
Satan gives him no opportunity, saying: "That is because if they are guided 
through me, the reward would be for me, unlike the case when they are 
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guided through anyone else. In this way, I rejoice at the reward given by Allah 
to me, and not by the people's acceptance of my saying." That is what he 
shows, which contradicts what he really conceals. Were he to be told by a 
Prophet that the reward he shall receive from Allah if he remain anonymous is 
more than that he shall receive if he makes show of his knowledge, he would 
not submit. 


Similarly, one might frequent rulers and governors, praise them so much, 
adulate them with sweet talk and flattery, humble himself before them, etc; 
and if it occurs to his mind that to humble oneself before wrongful rulers and 
governors is unlawful, Satan would soon say to him: "How far! This is true 
when you covet of their property. But your purpose is just to intercede for 
Muslims, avert harm from them, and drive the evil of your enemies from 
yourself." But nay! Allah Almighty knows well what is lurking within himself: 
If one of his fellows is made closer to the ruler to the extent that he is able to 
intercede for all Muslims and avert harm from them all, he would feel it 
difficult upon himself, and if he is able to slander him and defame him in the 
sight of the ruler, he would not hesitate to do so. 


The conceit of many of them might lead them to take from the property 
of those rulers and governors, regardless of being unlawful. But Satan says to 
anyone of them: "This property has no owner, and it is assigned to the 
benefits of Muslims, and you are the imam and scholar of Muslims, and with 
you the religion is established: Is it not fitting for you to take what satisfies 
your need?" By that dissembling, he is conceited in three things: 


The first is that this property has no owner. But of course he knows that 
taxes are taken from Muslims and non-Muslims who are living, and their 
offspring and heirs are also living. But the point is that what is given of one's 
property is mixed with what is given by others. Whoever usurps one hundred 
Dinars from ten people and mixes them, there is no doubt that it is unlawful, 
and it should not be said that it is a property which has no owner: but it 
should be divided into ten portions, and each of the ten should take his due. 


The second and third pertain to the statement that he is the imam and 
scholar of Muslims, and with him the religion is established. It may be that 
those who had their religion corrupted, rendered lawful the property of rulers 
and governors, and turned to the world on the exclusion of the hereafter, are 
more in number than those who abstained in this world, and turned their 
faces to Allah Almighty. Such conceited is the imposter of religion and the 
fundament on which the doctrine of Satan is established. By no means is he 
the imam of religion, for the real imam is he whom the people imitate in 
turning away from this world, and wholehearted devotion to Allah Almighty, 
like the Prophets and Messengers “peace be upon them” the companions 
“Allah be pleased with them” and the religious scholars of the earlier 
generation, whereas the imposter is he whom people imitate in turning away 
from Allah Almighty, and earnest devotion to this world. It may be that the 
death of anyone of those is more beneficial for Muslims than his life, although 
he claims he is the fundament of religion. His example is like the statement of 
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Jesus “peace be upon him” about the evil scholar: "He is like a solid rock that 
fell in the mouth of a river: It never drinks water, nor lets the water pass to 
the plants." 


A fourth division have perfected knowledge, purified organs and parts of 
body, adorned them with deeds and acts of worship, avoided the apparent 
sins, inspected the evil self-characteristics like showing off, envy, arrogance, 
haughtiness, hatred, rancor, secking loftiness and majesty, etc, and strove 
themselves as much as they could in order to get rid of them, and removed 
from their hearts their roots. But they remained somewhat conceited, for 
there are still in the corners of their hearts some hidden plots of Satan and 
self-deception, too abstruse to perceive. The result is that they made no sense 
of them. 


A learned as such might strive himself and spend long nights and days in 
collecting items of knowledge and science, giving them a good form, seeing 
that his motive is just to publicize the religion of Allah Almighty, and spread 
His Sharia among the people. But it may be that his hidden motive is to seek a 
high repute and good mention, have visitors from different parts of the earth, 
and have good praise from the people describing his abstinence, piety, 
devoutness, righteousness and knowledge, etc. He might also get pleasure 
from being distinguished among his fellows, as combining both knowledge 
and piety simultaneously. But once the people change their mind of him, and 
think he is not abstinent although he strove himself to seem abstinent in their 
eyes, of course, he would change his behaviours, duties and acts of worship, 
and make excuses to himself in order to justify his turning, even if it were to 
force him to tell lies. 


Furthermore, he might give preference to some of his followers over 
others, and particularly those who believe more than others in his abstinence 
and piety, and at the same time, relegate those who make a due estimate of his 
bounty and piety. Those given preference might think they are preferred for 
their precedence in knowledge and understanding. But the fact is that they are 
preferred for they are more submissive to him, more obedient to his 
commands, more eager to serve him, more appreciative of his conduct, and 
have more faith in his piety and abstinence as he likes to seem to others. It 
may be that they come close to him in order to benefit from his knowledge, 
while he thinks they do so due to his sincerity, truthfulness and fulfillment of 
the rights of knowledge upon him. 

He then praises Allah Almighty for the benefits He makes easy to His 
creatures through his tongue, thinking this alone is to plot out his sins. But at 
the same time, he does not inspect within himself in order to correct his 
intention. It may be that were he to be promised of reward with anonymity 
and segregation from the people, he would have no desire for it, for in 
seclusion, he will lose the pleasure of acceptability, and the power of authority 
and fame. Such is intended by the statement of Satan: “Whoever among the 
sons of Adam claims he has fled away from me with his knowledge, should 
know that (by such a claim) he has indeed fell in my snares with his 
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ignorance." Such a conceited might also compose many compositions in 
knowledge under pretext that he preserves the knowledge of Allah Almighty 
in order for the people to benefit from it, although his real intention is to gain 
fame and high repute throughout the land. If somebody claims to be the 
author of one of his compositions, erases his name and replaces it with his 
(the latter's) name, he would feel it very difficult upon himself, although he 
knows well that the reward shall return to the real author, and Allah Almighty 
knows that he is the real author. He also may exert much effort to adorn the 
wording of his composition and make good its syntax, under pretext that he 
likes to publicize wisdom, and have it seem good in the eyes of people. But at 
the same time, he is heedless of the narration that one composed three 
hundred compositions in the wisdom, thereupon Allah Almighty revealed to 
the Prophet of his own time to say to him: "You have filled the earth with 
hypocrisy; and I never accept anything of your hypocrisy." 


It may be that if a group of those conceited gathered together, they would 
think their hearts are pure and safe from those diseases; and whenever they 
depart, and each of them follows or even is followed by an independent party, 
he would then rejoice at the great number of his followers, and the more they 
increase, the more he becomes conceited and elevated. In short, when they 
meet, they adulate each other, and when they depart, they behave differently 
in such a way that makes them envy each other. If somebody who used to 
frequent anyone of them left him for another, he would feel it difficult and 
heavy upon himself, even if the other is more beneficial for him. Anyone of 
them might have the commencements of envy for another in his heart which 
he could not show, thereupon he starts to slander his religion and piety in 
order to construe his anger as being for the Sake of the religion of Allah 
Almighty and not for his own self. Whenever the defects of another is 
mentioned before him, he would rejoice, and whenever he is praised before 
him, he would grieve. 


Those and their likes are among the hidden diseases of heart of which 
none makes sense but the intelligent, and from which none could be free but 
the strong among men, and of which we the weak have no covet. But the least 
degree is that a man should recognize the defects of himself, for which he 
grieves and becomes eager to repair. Indeed, if Allah Almighty intends good 
for a man, He makes him see his own defects in order to repair them. 
Whoever is pleased with his good and displeased with his evil is better than 
the conceited who gives prestige to himself, and regards Allah Almighty under 
obligation to him for his knowledge and deed, thinking himself to be among 
the best of people. We seek refuge with Allah from conceit and heedlessness 
and from seeing our hidden defects and neglecting them. This is the conceit 
of those who attain important knowledge, and neglect to act upon their 
knowledge. Now let's mention the conceit of those who satisfied themselves 
with the unnecessary and left the important sciences, by which they are 
conceited. 


A party of those were satisfied with the knowledge of fatwa in passing of 
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judgements and settlement of disputes among the people, as well as in the 
details of the worldly treatments for the benefit and interest of people. They 
limited the name of jurisprudence to that science. But even, they might waste 
the apparent deeds and internal works: They neither inspected the organs and 
parts of body to prevent them from doing the unlawful, nor stopped their 
tongues from backbiting, nor their bellies from eating the illegal, nor their feet 
from walking to rulers and governors; and the same is true of all organs and 
parts of body. Furthermore, they did not safeguard their hearts from 
arrogance, envy, showing off, as well as from all the other destructive heart 
diseases. 


Those are conceited in two things: The first pertains to work, and the 
other to knowledge. As for work, we have already mentioned the way of 
conceit in it, and showed that their example is like the patient who knows the 
medicine but engages in learning and teaching it to others rather than in 
taking it himself. Their further example is like a patient who has a destructive 
ailment, say, piles, and instead of engagement in learning the medicine of his 
own disease, he is occupied by learning the medicine of another disease, say, 
persistent bleeding from uterus, given that he is a man who would never have 
persistent bleeding from uterus. But his argument is that perhaps a particular 
woman might have that disease and ask him about its medicine. That is the 
utmost degree of conceit. 


Similarly, a poor religious jurisprudent might be afflicted with the love for 
this world, following desires and lusts, envy, arrogance, showing off, and all 
the other destructive evils, and perhaps death might take him away before 
repentance, thereupon he would meet Allah Almighty while He is angry with 
him. But even, in spite of that, he leaves all of that and engages in the sciences 
of hiring, payment in advance, Zihar, Li'an, equality of wounds, blood-wets, 
etc, given that he might not in need of any of that during his lifetime; and if 
anything of that is needed by anyone, these of fatwa would be sufficient. But 
he engages in that due to what it has of majesty, authority, fame, etc. by so 
doing, he is deceived by Satan unfeelingly, since he thinks that he engages in 
one of the religious obligatory duties, heedless of the fact that even in case his 
intention is good, it is sinful to engage in the collective duties before the 
obligatory duties binding upon everyone of people. That is his conceit in 
work. 


As for his conceit in knowledge, it is that he was satisfied with the science 
of fatwa, thinking it to be the knowledge of religion, and left the Book of 
Allah Almighty, and the sunnah of His Messenger “peace be upon him”. He 
might slander the modern scholars, accusing them of being no more than 
transmitters of narrations and stories. He also might leave the science of 
morality refinement and discipline and the knowledge about Allah Almighty, 
although it is that knowledge which develops fear and submission and leads 
one to piety and god-fearingness, for he always feels safe from the 
punishment of Allah Almighty, is conceited about him, and relies on his 
assumption that He should inevitably bestow mercy upon him, for he is the 
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fundament of His religion, and unless he engages in the science of fatwa, the 
knowledge of the lawful and unlawful would be idle. 

By so doing, he has left the more important sciences, because he is 
conceited and heedless. The cause of his conceit is the exaltation given to the 
science of jurisprudence in Sharia, without knowing that the intended 
knowledge is the knowledge about Allah Almighty, His attributes and acts, 
which develops fear and piety in the heart in compliance with the statement of 
Allah Almighty: " Nor should the Believers all go forth together: If a 
contingent from every expedition remained behind, they could devote 
themselves to studies in religion, and admonish the people when they return 
to them, that thus they (may learn) to guard themselves (against evil).” (At- 
Tawbah 122) 
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The purpose of the science of jurisprudence is to preserve property with the 
terms of treatments and maintain bodies with property and averting crimes and 
wounds; and the property, in the way of Allah Almighty, is an instrument, and the 
body a vehicle. But the important knowledge is to learn how to follow the way to 
Allah Almighty, remove the heart obstacles which are the blameworthy 
characteristics. They are the veil which stands between the servant and Allah 
Almighty. If one dies while having a taint of those characteristics, he would be 
veiled from Allah Almighty. 

Another party of those limited their science of jurisprudence to the 
knowledge of controversial matters, and were concerned only with learning 
argumentation, the way to silence foes and avert the truth just for getting the 
higher hand in debate. Such a person spends his night and day inspecting the 
opposites of masters of doctrines and defects of fellows and foes. They are 
the wild animals among men, whose purposes are harmful. They do not 
intend knowledge but to vie in glory with their fellows. In this way, they 
despise all items of knowledge which they do not need in showing pride and 
glory to others, like the knowledge of hearts, and how to follow the way to 
Allah Almighty, by removing the blameworthy characteristics and exchanging 
them for the praiseworthy ones. 

They devoted themselves to the detailed ways of polemics. Although they 
got what the previous scholars had got of the science of fatwa, they added to 
it more, for they engaged in the unnecessary branches which do not belong to 
the collective duties. Indeed, the detailed subtleties of argumentation and 
disputation were strange to jurisprudence and unfamiliar to the previous 
scholars. As for the proof of judgements, they are included in the Book of 
Allah and the sunnah of His Messenger “peace be upon him”. But the tricks 
used in polemics were invented to show strength and victory in debate, and 
publicize argumentation and disputation. This is why the conceit of these is 
more odious than that of the previous scholars. 

Another party engaged in scholastic theology and argumentation in 
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inclinations and whims, and refutation of the claims of opponents. They 
engaged in learning the best ways to do so. They believed that no servant 
should have his deed written for him without faith, and the faith of a servant 
should not be valid unless he learnt their way of argumentation and 
disputation, and what they called the proofs of their creed. They thought none 
had better knowledge of Allah Almighty and His attributes and acts than 
them, and no faith is valid for him who did not adopt their doctrine, and learn 
their knowledge. They were divided into many sects. Two of them are famous: 
The false one which invites to something other than the sunnah, and the true 
which invites to the sunnah. But both are conceited alike. 


As for the false one, they are heedless of their falsehood, although they 
think they would be saved. They are divided into many sub-divisions, and all 
of them ascribe each other to disbelief. As for the true sect, they are conceited 
for they think argumentation and disputation are among the best acts of 
worship for the benefit of the religion of Allah Almighty, and that the faith of 
anyone is defective unless he puts religion to scrutiny and investigation, and 
whoever gives trust to and believes in Allah Almighty and His Messenger 
“peace be upon him” with no mental proof has his faith incomplete, and is 
not close to Allah Almighty. For this reason, they devoted themselves 
wholeheartedly to learning the ways and means of argumentation and 
disputation, and the profanities and heresies of religious innovators, and 
neglected to maintain themselves and their hearts until they failed to see their 
apparent and internal sins and misdeeds. 


Anyone of them thinks his engagement in argumentation and disputation 
is better in the Sight of Allah Almighty. But his pleasure with the power to 
win and silence the opponents, to attain majesty and authority, and to belong 
to those who avert evil from the religion of Allah Almighty, blinded his sight, 
and hindered him from considering the first generation of Muslims, given that 
the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” bore 
witness that they are the best of people. Although they joined the time of 
many religious innovations and heresies, they never exposed their deeds and 
religion to be a target for disputes and arguments, nor occupied themselves by 
that from inspecting their hearts and parts of body. They did not speak in 
religion unless they felt there was a dire need for that; and whenever they saw 
a straying one insisting on his error, they would abandon him, turn away from 
him, and dislike him in the religion of Allah Almighty. 


That is because they said that the right is to invite to the sunnah, and it is a 
part of sunnah to abscond argumentation. It is narrated on the authority of 
Abu Umamah Al-Bahili “Allah be pleased with him” that the Messenger of 
Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "No people have gone 
astray after the guidance on which they had been but that because they were 
given to argumentation." On another occasion, the Messenger of Allah 
“Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” came out to his companions who 
were engaged in argumentation and quarrel, thereupon he grew so much angry 
that his cheeks became red as if the seeds of pomegranates were gouged out 
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on them. He said angrily: "Have you been sent with that? Have you been 
commanded to strike the parts of the Book of Allah Almighty with each 
other? Consider what you have been commanded to do and do it, and what 
you have been forbidden to do and avoid it." He thus scolded them to do so. 


They saw that although the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace 
be upon him” was sent as a Prophet to all peoples of the previous religions, 
he did not engage with anyone of them in argumentation only for the purpose 
of getting the better hand. He did not argue them but with the recitation of 
the Book of Allah Almighty, and no more, for this distracts minds and hearts, 
given that if he so liked, he would not fail to argue them in the same means 
and analogies they used, and teach his companions the way of argumentation 
and disputation. But the intelligent and those endued with sound minds did 
not see that, and said: "If all the inhabitants of the earth are saved and we are 
ruined, their salvation would not benefit us; and if we are saved and they are 
ruined, their destruction would cause no harm to us. We are not required but 
to do what the companions did in this respect with the Jews and Christians 
and others, who did not waste their lifetime in argumentation and disputation 
with them. So, why should we waste our lifetime and do not utilize it in what 
benefits us on the day of our bankruptcy? We are not to delve in things in 
whose details we are exposed to errors and mistakes. Furthermore, the 
religious innovator becomes more obstinate and insists more on_ his 
innovation with argumentation, rather than leaving it. So, it is preferable to 
engage in self-argumentation and mortification in order to abscond this world 
for the hereafter. This is in case argumentation is permissible: But what 
should it be given that J have been forbidden to engage in argumentation? 
How should I invite to the sunnah by leaving the sunnah? It is preferable to 
inspect my own soul and refrain from the things which Allah Almighty 
dislikes, and adopt those which He likes." 


Another sect were engaged in preaching and reminding people of the 
hereafter; and the highest in rank were those who talked about the self- 
morality, and the heart attributes of fear, hope, patience, thanksgiving, 
gratefulness, reliance, abstinence, certainty of faith, truthfulness, sincerity, etc. 
but they are conceited for they think that because they talk about those 
attributes, they are inevitably characterized by them. But even, they are free 
from them in the Sight of Allah Almighty except for a little amount common 
to the laymen. The conceit of those is the most severe, for they are proud of 
themselves, and think that they penetrated the depth of the science of loving 
(for Allah) only because they are lovers for Allah Almighty, mastered the 
subtleties of sincerity only for they are sincere to Him, and perceived the 
hidden self-defects for they are free from them. 


By those false thoughts, that poor assumes he is among these fearful of 
Allah Almighty, although he feels safe from His punishment, that he is 
hopeful of His reward, although he is among the conceited losers, that he is 
among those pleased with the fate of Allah Almighty, although he is 
displeased with it, that he is among those who rely on Allah Almighty, 
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although he depends on his honour, power and property, for which he leave 
the deed, that he is among the sincere, although he is a maker of show with 
his deeds. He describes sincerity although he does not act upon it, describes 
showing off although he acts upon it, and makes show of mentioning it in 
order for people to think that were he not sincere, he would not have been 
guided to its subtleties. He describes abstinence in this world, and at the same 
time, he is so much covet of this world and desirous for its good things. He 
places stress upon supplication for Allah Almighty, although he himself flees 
away from Him. He frightens others with Allah Almighty, although he himself 
feels safe from His punishment. He reminds the people of Allah Almighty, 
although he himself forgets Him. He urges people to come close to Allah 
Almighty, although he himself is far from Him. He motivates people to be 
sincere, although he himself is not sincere. He warns them of the 
blameworthy attributes, although he himself is characterized by them. 


Those are the most conceited, and the farthest from leaving that conceit. 
That is because what motivates one to stick to the praiseworthy manners and 
refrain from blameworthy manners is to know the merits and demerits of 
both. As for such conceited, although he knows all of that, of no profit would 
it be to him to know. He is occupied by the love for calling the people to the 
truth from acting upon it. Afterwards, how should he be treated? What is the 
way to frighten him? It is true that if one claims those praiseworthy 
characteristics, let him put himself to test about them: If somebody claims he 
loves Allah Almighty, let him ask himself about what he has left in this world 
for the sake of the Love he has for Allah Almighty. If he claims he fears Allah 
Almighty, then, let him ask himself about what he refrained from for the sake 
of that fear. If he claims he abstains in this world for the Sake of Allah 
Almighty, let him ask himself about what he abstained from in this world, and 
so on. 


The intelligent always put themselves to test about those attributes. but the 
conceited persons always have good assumption of themselves; and in the 
hereafter, when the cover would be removed from them, they would be 
disgraced. That is because they order people to do good, although they 
themselves do not do it, and forbid them to do evil, although they themselves 
do it. They are indeed conceited because the origins of those attributes, i.e. 
the love for Allah Almighty, the fear of His punishment and the pleasure with 
His decrees, are weak in their hearts. At the same time, they are able to 
describe those attributes to the best, thereby think they are given by Allah 
Almighty this ability of description and the knowledge of those things only for 
they are characterized by those attributes, forgetting, or ignoring that 
acceptability pertains to speech, and speech pertains to knowledge, and those 
differ from the acquisition of attributes. in this way, anyone of them is 
distinguished from the laymen of Muslims not in the attribute itself but in the 
ability to describe it. 


Another sect deviated from the right method of preaching; and they 
represent the preachers of this time, except him whom Allah Almighty 
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protected with His protection. They are engaged in euphoric utterances and 
heresies, and combination of words that are unfamiliar to religion and mind, 
seeking preeminence and fame. Others are engaged in jokes and rhymed phrases 
and sentences, and recitation of lyric poems of love and departure. Indeed, they 
are engaged in form on the exclusion of the content. Those are the evil among 
men who have gone astray and misled the others. If the former did not repair 
themselves, at least they contributed to repair others. But as for the latter, they 
keep off the way of Allah, and drive people to be conceited about Allah Almighty 
under the name of expectation and hope for His reward. In this way, they 
become more daring to commit sins and more desirous for the good things of 
this world, particularly if such a preacher is adorned with smart clothes, expensive 
horses and vehicles, etc: In which case, he is shown to be more covetous of this 
world. Indeed, what this conceited man corrupts is more than what he repairs. 


The quarter of the destructives 


Another sect were satisfied with memorizing the words and stories of 
ascetics, and their statements in condemnation of this world. They memorize 
words and convey them as they are uttered, without perceiving their 
meanings. Some do that over the pulpits, some in the markets, and some in 
the prayer chambers. Each of them assumes that he, being distinguished from 
the laymen by memorizing such words, has prospered and attained success, 
and his sins forgiven by Allah Almighty, and he safe from His punishment. 
Without safeguarding his outward and inward from sins, he thinks his 
memorizing the words of the religious people would be sufficient to save him. 
The conceit of those is more evident. 


Another sect spend their time in engagement in the science of Hadith, 1.e. 
to listen to it, collect its different and abundant narrations and chains of 
transmission. Anyone of them might be much concerned to go round towns 
and cities to see different sheikhs and scholars of Hadith, in order that when 
he returns, he would claim that he is narrating Hadith from so and so; and 
that he has seen so and so; and that he has of chains of transmission what 
others have not, etc. they are conceited for many things: 


They are like the carriers of huge tons, i.e. they do not care to understand 
the meanings of sunnah, for they are short of knowledge and deficient in 
mind, and they have nothing but the transmitted texts and think this alone is 
sufficient. Furthermore, since they do not understand its meanings, they 
consequently do not act upon it. They also leave the knowledge which is a 
collective duty, i.e. to know the way to remedy the heart, and rather engage in 
collecting numerous chains of transmission as much as they could, given that 
this is needless. They also, and this is unique to these of the present time, do 
not fulfill the terms of listening. The listening in itself might have no benefit, 
but at the same time, it is very important to prove the authenticity of Hadith. 
The basic rule in Hadith is to be heard directly from the Messenger of Allah 
“Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”, memorized in the very way and 
manner it was heard, and then narrated just as it was memorized. Thus, 
narration ensues from memorization, and memorization from listening. But if 
you fail to hear it directly from the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and 
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peace be upon him”, you should, at least, hear it from anyone of the 
companions or Tabi'is, thereby your hearing it from the narrator is like the 
hearing of him who heard it from the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing 
and peace be upon him”. 

The point then is to devote yourself wholeheartedly to hear (and 
understand), memorize in the very manner you hear, and narrate just as you 
memorize, in a way that allows you not to change anything even a letter in it, 
and if a slight change is made by anyone in it, you would detect the mistake 
easily. There are two ways for you to memorize: The first is to keep by heart, 
and persist in remembering and repeating what you keep. The other is to write 
what you hear, and correct it, and preserve it in order that no hand of change 
would have access to it. But if you kept it neither by heart nor by writing, and 
you heard something in a gathering of which you were not well-aware, and 
when you left the gathering you found a written version which you thought to 
be of what you have heard in the gathering, and thought there was a probable 
change from what you have heard, it would not be possible for you to claim 
you heard it for you do not know, perhaps you have heard something 
different. If you do not keep by heart, nor have an authentic reliable written 
version to correct according to it, how should you know that you have heard 
the same? In confirmation of that, Allah says: " And pursue not that of which 
you have no knowledge; for every act of hearing, or of seeing, or of (feeling in) 
the heart will be enquired into (on the Day of Reckoning)." (Al-Isra’ 36) 
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The simplest requirement of hearing is to allow one to keep what he hears 
by heart in a way that causes him to detect any slight change. the heedless 
hearing, like that of a child, a mad, or a mentally impaired, is not fitting to rely 
upon in this issue. The supportive foundation is the statement of the 
Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”: "May Allah 
honor a man who heard my statement, understood it and reported it in the 
same way he has heard it." (This narration is reported by Ibn Majah, At- 
Tirmidhi and Ibn Hibban on the authority of Zaid Ibn Thabit). How should 
one report what he has heard given that he was unaware of it? That is the 
most odious conceit; and unfortunately, the people of the present time have 
been afflicted with it. The sheikhs of this time are, for the most part, of those 
who heard heedlessly and inattentively when they were children. But since 
they feared this might reduce their position and majesty in the hearts of the 
modern people, and the narrations they have decrease in number, they agreed 
among themselves upon omitting that requirement, and rather made it 
possible to depend upon the heedless hearing of a child. 

But to be sure, the conditions of hearing should be taken from the earlier 
and not the modern generations, for the science of the foundations of 
religious jurisprudence belongs to men of the earlier generation. What we 
have mentioned here is taken for granted in the laws of foundations of 
religious jurisprudence. But it is the conceit of the conceited men who causes 
them to omit it. I mean these who are conceited by spending their lives in 
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collecting chains of transmission as much as they could, without turning to 
the more important religious task, and knowing the meanings of what they 
narrate. The Hadith is intended to motivate one to follow the way of the 
hereafter, and the follower of that way might be satisfied with a single Hadith 
for his entire lifetime. In this respect, it is narrated that a sheikh attended a 
gathering of listening, and the first Hadith he heard was the statement of the 
Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”: "It is out of 
mans good faith in Islam to leave what concerns him not.” (This narration is 
reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah on the authority of Abu Hurairah). 
On that he stood and said: "This is sufficient for me to hear until I finish 
from (understanding and acting upon) it, after which I would listen to another 
one." This is the way the intelligent listen, who are cautious of conceit. 


Another sect engaged in learning grammar, linguistics, philology, poetry, 
prosody, and their related sciences, by which they were conceited, thinking 
their sins would be forgiven for them for the sake of those sciences, and that 
they were among the fundaments of this Muslim nation, under pretext that 
the religion depends upon the Book of Allah and the sunnah of the Prophet, 
and the Book and sunnah depend upon the sciences of language and 
grammar. The result is that those who spent their lives in learning the 
subtleties of grammar, art of poetry, and eccentric vocabulary. Their example 
is like him who spends his lifetime in learning the handwriting and improving 
the form of writing letters, under claim that sciences depend upon 
handwriting, without which they would not be kept and preserved. By so 
doing, he ignores that it is sufficient for him to learn just the way of writing 
and reading correctly and no more. the same is true of language. All languages 
are equal in learning, and if there is a superiority for the Arabic, it lies in its 
representing the language of the Qur'an and Hadith. So, one should learn 
from its grammar, linguistics, philology and vocabulary what enables him to 
understand both well, and what is beyond that is needless surplus. 


Moreover, if one is satisfied with learning the profound subtleties of 
language, and takes no heed of understanding and acting upon the matters of 
Sharia, he then is conceited. That is because the main crux is the work, and 
the knowledge of the work, though very important, is beyond work: It is as a 
husk for it, and a core for what is beyond it, i.e. the hearing of words and 
sentences correctly, and memorizing them by way of transmission, and this is 
the husk of knowledge and the core of what is beyond it, i.e. the sciences of 
language, grammar, vocabulary, etc. those who are satisfied only with those 
are conceited, except him who takes them as stations to fulfill his need until 
he reaches the main core, i.e. the work itself, which he spends his lifetime 
forcing his heart, organs and parts of body to do perfectly, and purify from 
stains and evils. It is that which should be served by all sciences of Sharia, 
which are but servants, stations and means to attain it. Whoever does not 
attain the main purpose at any point or station has indeed failed. Since those 
sciences belong to Sharia, they have become an object of conceit for their 
masters. As for the sciences of medicine, arithmetic's, geometry, and all arts 
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which do not belong to Sharia, their masters do not think their sins would be 
forgiven for them for the sake of those sciences. This is why they are less 
conceited by them. 

Another sect became much conceited by the art of religious jurisprudence. 
They thought the judgement of Allah Almighty on a man depends on the 
judgement he receives from a judge in the court. They made much tricks to 
avert rights, and misinterpreted abstruse words and were deceived by the 
apparent meanings in which they proved mistaking. That applies to the mistake 
in fatwa. Although the mistake in fatwa might occur, but what we mention has 
become widespread among them. let's refer to some examples for the incorrect 
fatwa they gave in this respect, like the fatwa that when a woman releases her 
husband from the dower, he has become free from it in the Sight of Allah 
Almighty. This is, to be sure, an evident mistake. A husband might do evil to 
his wife and put her to difficulty that forces her, in the way to get rid of her 
difficulty, to clear him from the dower in order for him to divorce her. That 
clearance is not done with good pleasure. Allah Almighty says in this issue: " 
And give the women (on marriage) their dower as a free gift; but if they, of 
their own good pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it and enjoy it with 
tight good cheer." (An-Nisa’ 4) 
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Such a woman does so under internal compulsion, although she might seem 
to approve. It is true that the judge in this world does not know the secrets of 
hearts, and thus he considers only the apparent clearance. But this would not be 
the case before the Greatest of Judges on the Day of Resurrection, Who would 
not hold valid that clearance. 

This is why it is unlawful to take money from a man except with his own 
good pleasure. If one was asked to give some of his wealth at the sight and 
hearing of an assembly of people, and he gave it only for he felt shy of them, and 
were he to be asked in seclusion, he would not have given it, but when he was 
asked in front of people, he fell between the pain of people's condemnation in 
case of abstention, and the pain of giving in case of giving, and he chose the 
lighter pain, ie. that of giving, thereupon he gave him, it would not differ from 
confiscation. The confiscation is to put the body to punishment until its pain 
becomes more severe than the pain of giving money, thereupon one chooses the 
lighter of them, which is to give money. Begging in public depending upon fear 
of shyness produces the same pain but to the heart. There is no difference 
between spiritual and corporal pain in the Sight of Allah Almighty. It is the judge 
of this world only who judges depending upon the outward appearance, for he 
does not know the secrets of the heart. 

The same is true of him who gives another to safeguard himself from the 
evil of his tongue: It is unlawful. Do you not see what is narrated in the story 
of the Prophet David “peace be upon him”? After he had been forgiven by 
Allah, he said: "O Lord! How should I clear myself from my opponent?" He 
was commanded to clear himself from him, and he was dead. He was 
commanded to call him from over the rock of Jerusalem, and he called: "O 
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Uriyal" he said: "I am responding to your call O Prophet of Allah! You have 
brought me out of the Garden: What do you want from me?" he said: "I have 
done a misdeed to you, so, pardon me for it." He said: "I have pardoned you 
O Prophet of Allah." He turned away relying on that pardon, thereupon 
Gabriel “peace be upon him” said to him: "Have you made a mention to him 
of what you did?" he answered in the negative. He said: "Then, return and 
make a mention to him of what you did." He returned and called him and he 
said: "I am responding to your call O Prophet of Allah!" he said: "I committed 
a sin against you." He said: "Have I not pardoned you for it?" he said: "But 
would you not ask me about it?" he said: "What is that O Prophet of Allah?" 
he said: "Such and such..." and made a mention of the story of the woman. 
Uriya gave no answer, thereupon David “peace be upon him” asked him: "O 
Uriya! Would you not answer me?" he said: "O Prophet of Allah! That is not 
the conduct of the Prophets, and I shall stand against you in front of Allah to 
judge between us." He went on weeping and crying so much and did not cease 
until Allah promised to ask him to pardon him for it in the hereafter. This 
shows to you that the gift without good pleasure is pointless, and that the 
good pleasure is not attained except with knowledge. The good pleasure 
regarding clearance and gift is not attained unless man is left alone and given 
the freedom of choice, so that he would be motivated from within himself 
and not forced by external factors to do. 


A mention may be made here also of the case in which a man gives as a 
gift the wealth upon which almsgiving is due to his wife towards the end of 
the year, and takes her wealth as a gift, in order for almsgiving to lapse from 
it. As for the religious jurisprudent, he judges that no almsgiving is due upon 
it in this case; and he is outwardly true, in the sense that the governor would 
not ask him to pay it. But if it is thought that it would lapse from him on the 
Day of Judgement, just as he who has no property at all, this would be evident 
ignorance of the religious knowledge and understanding, and of the mystery 
of almsgiving. The mystery of almsgiving is that it purifies the heart from the 
vice of miserliness, which is destructive in itself. In this respect, The 
Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "There ate 
three destructives: Niggardliness that is obeyed, an inclination that is followed, 
and self-vanity." It is obeyed for he followed it when he abstained from paying 
the almsgiving due upon him. In this way, it will lead to his destruction, although 
he thinks by so doing, he has saved himself. That is because Allah Almighty 
knows well what is lurking in his heart, and to what extent his love for wealth is, 
that prompted him to deduce tricks closing on himself the way of salvation by 
ignorance and conceit. 


The same is true also of the case in which Allah Almighty makes 
permissible the property of Muslim interests to religious jurisprudents and the 
others as much as is required by their need. But the ignorant conceited 
jurisprudents make no distinction between their aspirations, hopes and desires 
on the one hand, and their needs on the other hand. On the contrary, all that 
contributes to their unnecessary luxury belongs, in their sight, to their 
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essential need, forgetting, or ignoring, that the world itself is created for the 
people's need of it in their worship and following the way to the hereafter. All 
that is taken by a servant to help him practice his religion and do the acts of 
worship belongs to his need, and what is beyond that is unnecessary surplus 
that is needless. 


The Second Class: Masters Of Worship And Work 


The conceited among them are numerous. Some of them ate conceited by 
prayer, others by recitation of the Qur'an, others by Hajj, others by fighting in 
the Cause of Allah, others by asceticism, etc. the same is true of anyone of 
them who is mainly devoted to a particular method or act of worship, by 
which he is conceited, barring the intelligent among them, and how few they 
are. 

A division among them neglected the obligatory duties, and rather engaged 
in supererogatory deeds, in which they were radically excessive. One of them 
might be possessed by obsessive doubts about ablution, for instance, to the 
extent that he is not satisfied with performing ablution from the water that is 
judged permissible under Sharia, or with eating from what is judged to be 
lawful under Sharia. By so doing, he forgets the conduct of the companions in 
this respect: It is reported, for example, that Umar "Allah be pleased with 
him" performed ablution from water that was in the jar of a Christian woman, 
although the probability of impurity was possible, given that he, at the same 
time, used to leave many doors of the lawful for fear it would lead to the 
unlawful. 

Similarly, some of them might pour water wastefully while performing 
ablution, although it is forbidden (according to the narration of At-Tirmidhi 
and Ibn Majah on the authority of Ubai Ibn Ka’'b). he also might prolong the 
time of ablution until he misses the due time of prayer, or at least delays it 
from its due time; and his conceit here is self-evident for losing the superiority 
of performing prayer in the first portion of its due time, or for wasting a great 
quantity of water profligately, or for wasting his lifetime in what is needless. 
But it is the habit of Satan to keep the people off the worship by trickery. 
Since he could not keep them off except by that which he presents to them in 
the form of an act of worship, thereby he takes them far from Allah Almighty. 

Another division have been possessed by obsessive doubt about the intent 
in prayer. Satan does not leave anyone of them to assume it with a correct 
intention, but rather continues to distract his mind until the congregational 
prayer escapes him, or until he delays the prayer from its due time. Even if he 
assumes prayer with Takbir, he remains in hesitation about the correctness of 
his intention. One of them also might resort to change the pronunciation of 
Takbir in pursuit of correctness. He does so in the beginning of prayer, and 
once he enters in prayer, he becomes heedless. that is because their hearts are 
not fully present in prayer as it should be. They are conceited for they think, 
though falsely, that if they trouble themselves in correcting the intention in 
the beginning of prayer, and taking all possible precautions, by which they are 
distinguished from the laymen, no matter heedless they might seem afterwards 


650 = A __ Thee quarter of the destructives 
during prayer, they would be good in the Sight of their Lord Almighty. 

Another division are possessed by the obsession of the necessity of 
correcting the utterance of letters of the Qur'an in prayer, in which they are so 
much excessive until it causes them to forget the real essence, 1.e. the 
meanings and concepts of the Qur'an, and refrain from receiving admonition 
from it. That is, to be sure, the most odious kind of conceit. The people are 
obligated to recite the Qur'an only as required by their habits of speech, and 
not to be excessive in utterance and pronunciation. 

Another division are conceited by their recitation of the Qur'an, which 
they do so much quickly that they conclude it at least once per day. Although 
they recite it with their tongues, their hearts are grazing in the valleys of hopes 
and desires. That is because one of them does not consider the meanings of 
the Qur'an, so that he would be deterred by its deterrents and forbiddances, 
accept its admonitions, and comply with its commands and orders, in addition 
to the other purposes of the recitation of the Qur'an we have already 
mentioned. Such a person is conceited for he thinks, though falsely, that the 
real purpose is to move his tongue with the letters and words of the Qur'an, 
no matter heedless he might be of its meanings and concepts. 

It is true that persistence in recitation of the Qur'an is necessary in itself in 
order that one should forget nothing of it. But the real purpose here is to 
continue to memorize it, and memorizing it is required for understanding it, 
and understanding it is required for acting upon it and behaving in accordance 
with its principles, and getting benefit from its meanings. One might have a 
good pleasant voice and he recites the Qur'an, and is pleased with his voice. 
Thus, he is conceited by his pleasure, thinking it to be the pleasure of 
conversation with his Lord Almighty, and listening to His Words. But nay! It 
is the pleasure with his own voice and not with the Qur'an itself. Were he to 
recite poetry or anything else with his melodious voice, he would have the 
same pleasure. He is conceited for he does not inspect his heart in order to 
know the difference between the pleasure with the speech of Allah Almighty 
caused by its good syntax, structure and meaning, and the pleasure with his 
own voice caused by its melodious nature. 


Another division have been conceited by fasting. They might observe fasts 
perpetually, or at least fast the noble days, although they do not keep their 
tongues from backbiting and nonsense, their thoughts from showing off, and 
their bellies from eating the unlawful at the time of breaking fast, etc. in spite 
of that, such a person thinks himself good, although he neglects the obligatory 
deeds, and troubles himself in pursuit of the supererogatory deeds. That is the 
highest degree of conceit. 

Another division have been conceited by Hajj. One of them sets out for 
Hajj without relieving himself of the complaints of people against him, nor 
fulfilling his debts, nor seeking to please his parents, nor gaining the lawful 
provisions. He might do so after the Hajj enjoined by Islamic Sharia lapses 
from him, as he has performed it. On the way, he might waste such obligatory 
deeds as prayer, fail to purify body and garment, beware not of obscenity and 
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quarrel. One of them might collect unlawful wealth which he spends on his 
companions in the way, seeking to be heard and seen of men, thereby he 
disobeys Allah Almighty first by gaining what is unlawful, and second by 
spending in order to be seen of men. He neither takes it lawfully, nor spends 
it lawfully. Then, he goes to the House with his heart contaminated by the evil 
manners and vices, for he has not given his purification precedence to his 
attendance. But at the same time, he thinks, though falsely, that he is good in 
the Sight of his Lord. But nay! He is evidently conceited. 


Another division went on the way of Hisbah: They enjoin right and forbid 
evil: Anyone of them forbids evil to the people although he himself does it, 
and enjoins good upon them, although he himself forgets to do it. If he 
enjoins good, he seeks authority and majesty, and if he forbids evil, and 
somebody discusses him, he grows angry and does not accept that the like of 
him should be rejected. He might seek to gather the people in his mosque, 
and if anyone of them delays to come, he would speak harshly to him. That is 
because his purpose is showing off and seeking authority, and no more. If 
anyone else takes care of the mosque, he would antagonize him. One of those 
might pronounce Adhan thinking it to be for the Sake of Allah Almighty, and 
if another one comes to pronounce Adhan on his behalf once he is absent, he 
would resent him bitterly. One might become the imam of a mosque, thinking 
it to be good for himself, although his real purpose is to have the people say 
that he is the imam of the mosque, and if anyone else proceeds to act as an 
imam, given that he is more pious and knowledgeable, he would feel it 
difficult upon himself. 


Another division lived in Mecca or Medina by which they were conceited. 
That is because they neither watch their hearts, nor purify their outward and 
inward. So, their hearts remain attached to their homelands, and concerned 
with the statement of those who say that so and so is living in Mecca or 
Medina, i.e. anyone of those does so in order to be seen and heard of men. 
Out of pride, he publicizes among the people that he has lived in Mecca or 
Medina such and such years. But if he thinks it is ugly to declare that 
explicitly, he resorts to the implicit expression with the intention to have the 
people recognize him for that. He might live in Mecca or Medina, and at the 
same time, stretch his sight to the impurities of people's wealth to gather it to 
himself, and once he takes it, he, out of niggardliness, abstains from spending 
it, or even some of it by way of charity. In this way, he combines 
niggardliness, showing off, covet, and other destructives, of which he would 
have not been in need had he stayed at home. But it is the love for praise, as 
being described as one of those who have lived in Mecca or Medina, which 
causes him to live there, and have those vices and evils. He is conceited. 
There is no deed or act of worship but that it has evils; and unless anyone 
knows well the causes and means of those evils, and depends upon them in 
his attitudes towards those acts, he would be conceited. Those are known 
from the books included in the Revival of religious sciences: He should know 
the causes of conceit in prayer from the Book of Prayer, in Zakat from the 
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Book of Zakat, in Hajj from the Book of Hajj, and in anyone of the acts of 
worship from its relevant book. 


Another division have abstained in wealth: They have been satisfied from 
clothes and food with the minimum requirements, and from residence with 
living in mosques. By so doing, they thought they attained the rank of ascetics. 
But at the same time, anyone of those desires for authority and majesty either 
by knowledge, or by preaching, or even by just asceticism. He leaves the easier 
and incurs upon himself the more destructive. To be sure, majesty is greater 
than wealth, and were he to leave majesty and take wealth, he would be closer 
to safety. This man is conceited for he thinks he is among the ascetics who 
abstain in this world. He indeed does not understand the meaning of this 
world, and that the greatest of its pleasures is the authority and majesty, and 
that the one who desires for it should be a hypocrite, an envier, an arrogant, 
and a maker of show of deeds: In short he should be characterized by all vices 
and evil manners. 


He might leave authority and majesty, and rather favors seclusion and 
privacy. But he is still conceited, for by so doing, he deals harshly with the 
wealthy and rich, despises them, looks at them with the eye of contempt and 
slightness, expects for himself from good more than he expects for them, and 
is proud of his deed. In short, he is characterized by a lot of evil manners and 
vices although he might know not. He might be given property and reject to 
take it, for fear he would be described to have absconded asceticism; and if it 
is said to him that it is lawful, so, take it in public and return it in secrecy, he 
would reject to do so, lest he would be subject to the condemnation of 
people. That is because he loves to be praised, and this is one of the greatest 
pleasures of this world. Although he regards himself abstinent in this world, 
he is conceited. But even, he might incline to respect the rich and give them 
precedence to the poor; and incline to those who follow him and praise his 
good deeds, and refrain from those who follow anyone other than him from 
the ascetics. All of this is deception by which Satan deceives men: We seek 
refuge with Allah from it. 


From among worshippers, there is such as makes it hard upon himself to 
the extent that he might pray more than one thousand rak'ahs per day, and 
conclude the Qur'an at least once per day. But at the same time, it does not 
occur to his mind to observe and inspect his heart to purify it from all vices of 
showing off, arrogance, envy, conceit, etc. he might not know that this is 
destructive, and even if he is to know it, he does not think he is so, and if he 
thinks he is so, he has the false impression that he would be forgiven by Allah 
Almighty due to his external and outward deed, and that he would not be 
blamed and reckoned for the internal states of the heart, under pretext that 
the good deeds overweigh only by virtue of the external acts. But how far! An 
atom's weight of heart piety and god-fearingness is better than as much 
external deeds as the mountains. Therefore, such a conceited person, besides 
his evil manners, could hardly be free from showing off and love for praise. If 
it is said to him that he is one of the established pegs on earth, and one of the 
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devotees and friends of Allah Almighty, he would rejoice at it so much, give 
trust to it, and increase in conceit and arrogance, thinking that the people's 
praise of him is an indication to the good pleasure of Allah with him. 
Knowing not that this praise is due to their ignorance of his internal vices and 
evils. 


Another division engaged in the supererogatory deeds on the exclusion of 
the obligatory deeds. One of them is concerned with the Duha or night prayer 
more than anyone of the obligatory prayers, with which he does not have the 
same pleasure, nor does he hasten to perform it in the first portion of its due 
time, forgetting the statement of the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and 
peace be upon him”, relating from his Lord Almighty: "No servant comes 
close to me more than he who comes close to Me with what I have enjoined 
upon him.” (This narration is reported by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu 
Hurairah), 


To fail to observe the order in doing the acts of worship is one of the 
evils. There might be two obligatory or supererogatory deeds, one of which 
would be missed if it is not performed at the moment: If one does not 
observe the order in doing them, he would be conceited. Those things are 
beyond calculation. the sin is apparent, and the act of worship is apparent, and 
what is abstruse is to know how to put the acts of worship in order, in a way 
that allows for giving precedence to some over others, like giving precedence 
to all the obligatory deeds over all the supererogatory deeds, the duties that 
are binding upon everyone over the collective duties, and so on. 


The mother's needs, for example, should be given precedence over those 
of anyone else. In this respect, it is narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
“Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” was asked: "O Messenger of Allah! 
Whom should I be dutiful to most?" he said: "Your mother." He was asked: 
"Then, who is next?" he said: "Your mother." He was asked for the third time: 
"Who is next?" he said: "Your mother." He then was asked: "Who is next?" he 
said: "Your father." He was asked: "Then, who is next?" He said: "Then, the 
next of kin." (This narration is reported by At-Tirmidhi and Al-Hakim on the 
authority of Zaid [bn Hakim from his father from his grandfather). This 
means that one should first fulfill the needs of the nearest in kin, and if they 
are equal in the degree of kinship, then, let it be the more needy of them, and 
if they are equal in need, let it be the more pious and righteous of them. 


The same is true of him whose property is not sufficient for the 
maintenance of his parents and the spendings of Hajj simultaneously. If he 
gives precedence to Hajj over the maintenance of his parents, he is conceited. 
That is because he should give precedence to their right over his. This is to 
give precedence to a more important duty over an important duty. Similarly, if 
one is to fulfill an appointment and the time of Friday prayer has entered, it is 
sinful to engage in the appointment and miss the Friday prayer, given that to 
fulfill the appointment is an act of worship in itself. Similarly, the garment of 
anyone might be affected by filth, and he speaks harshly to his parents 
because of that. Although filth is forbidden, harming them also is forbidden. 
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But the forbiddance of harming them is more grievous than that of filth. 

In short, whoever does not observe the order in doing the acts of worship, 
is evidently conceited. This conceit is the most abstruse, for the conceited 
therein in fact does acts of worship, but he does not make sense of the way 
the act of worship might turn into a sin, for by doing it he has left a more 
important obligatory act of worship. A mention may be made of him who 
engages in the difference between juristic schools given that there are many 
acts of worship that are due upon him, and sins which he has to leave. If the 
real purpose of jurisprudence is to know what others need tn their worship, 
then, it is preferable for him to know what he himself needs to purify his 
heart. But the love for majesty and authority, the pleasure of pride and glory 
because of knowledge, and desire for excellence over foes and opponents 
make him blind and conceited that he thinks he is engaged in the concerns 
and interests of his religion. 


The Third Class: Sufis 


The conceited among them are of many divisions: 

A division of them, and they are the Sufis of this time, except him whom 
Allah Almighty protected, have been conceited by clothes, appearance and 
speech. They share the truthful Sufis in their clothes, appearance, speech, 
terms, vocabulary, and even manners and etiquettes and outward states of 
music, dancing, purification, prayer, sitting on carpets while lowering the 
heads, difficulty of breathing, lowering voice in conversation, etc. but when 
they forced themselves to do those things, in which they imitated the Sufis, 
they thought they were real Sufis. They did not trouble themselves in 
mortification, discipline, purification of inward and outward from both 
external and internal sins and mistakes, given that all of this represents the 
first station of Sufism, and without them, they would not be regarded Sufis at 
all; and how should they be regarded Sufis given that they do the opposite of 
those? They compete each other over taking what is unlawful, envy each other 
over the trivial as well as the important things, and dishonor each other once 
they become different in opinion. Those are evidently conceited. Those are 
called pretender of Sufism more than Sufists. But their reality which is 
concealed in this world would appeared naked of veils and curtains in the 
hereafter, before the Judge Whom no clothes nor appearance would concern, 
other than the heart and what is lurking in it. 

Another division were more conceited than those. It was difficult upon 
themselves to imitate the Sufis in their cheap and ragged clothes. They wanted 
to seem Sufis, and had no way but to appear in their dress and appearance. 
They left silk and brocade in exchange for the pieces of expensive mantles, 
thin and smooth pieces of towel, and dyed carpets, and dressed themselves in 
dresses smoother than silk. By such pieces of expensive dyed mantles, Anyone 
of them thought he was a Sufi, forgetting that the real Sufis dyed their 
garments in order not to be engaged in washing them every time to remove 
the dirt from them, and that they put on the patched garments for their 
dresses were torn, and this is why they patched them. But as for those 
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pretenders, they are more foolish and conceited, for although they are blessed 
in the delicious kinds of food, and the expensive clothes, seek the abundance 
of living, accept money from rulers, avoid not the external, let alone the 
internal sins, they think they are good. The evil of those is transitive to the 
people, for whoever imitates them will be ruined; and whoever does not 
imitate them will have a bad assumption of Sufism at all, thinking all of them 
are the same. 


Another division claimed the knowledge of Ma'rifah, contemplation of the 
Real, transcendence to the high stations, and abiding nearness, although they 
do not know from those things except their names and related phrases. That 
is because anyone of those picks up some euphoric utterances, which he 
repeats, thinking them to be higher than the knowledge of the earlier and later 
generations. He looks at the religious jurisprudents, exegetes, traditionalists and 
scholars with the eye of contempt, let alone the laymen. A farmer or a tailor 
might leave his profession and stick to them for a few days during which he picks 
up some of their words which he repeats, as if he is telling about the revelation 
and high mysteries, thereby looks down upon the worshippers and religious 
scholars and jurisprudents. He describes the worshippers as troubled hired, and 
the religious scholars as veiled from speaking about Allah Almighty. But he 
claims he has access to the Real, and that he is among those made close to Allah 
Almighty, given that he is among the dissolute hypocrites in the Sight of Allah, 
and among the foolish stupid in the sight of the masters of hearts. That is 
because he neither perfects a knowledge, nor disciplines a character, nor does 
deeds in order, nor observes and purifies his heart. All he does is to follow his 
inclination and pick up nonsense and euphoric utterances. 


Another division announced debauchery and folded the carpet of Sharia. 
They rejected rulings of Sharia, and made equality between the lawful and 
unlawful. Some of them allege that since Allah Almighty is not in need of the 
deeds, why should they trouble themselves by work? Others allege that since 
the people were obligated to purify their hearts from desires and lusts, and 
from the love for this world, and this is impossible, as learnt from their 
experience, their attempt to do it is pointless. But this foolish seems to know 
not that one is not obligated to remove the roots of anger and desire but 
rather to eliminate their matter which strengthens them, in a way that causes 
each of them to submit to the governance of mind and Sharia. Some of them 
allege that the deeds with organs and parts of body are weightless, for it is the 
hearts that are considered; and their hearts are filled with the love for Allah 
Almighty, and they live in this world only with their bodies, while their hearts 
are attached to the presence of the Lord. In this way, they fulfill the desires 
outwardly and not inwardly. They further allege that as they have raised to a 
station higher than the laymen, they are not in need to purify their own souls 
with the bodily deeds, and that the desires never hinder them from the way of 
Allah Almighty, due to their great power. In this way, they raise themselves 
higher than the Prophets and Messengers "peace be upon them" —_, whom 
even a single sin would hinder from the way of Allah Almighty, for which they 
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Another division went as far as to leave the deed entirely, including even 
the lawful, and devoted themselves to inspect the hearts. Anyone of them 
might now ascribe himself to the different stations of abstinence, reliance, 
contentment, pleasure and love, without knowing the real nature, conditions 
and signs of each of them. Some of them claim their great love and adoration 
for Allah Almighty, although they might not hesitate to commit what Allah 
dislikes, and give preference to their own desires and inclinations over the 
command of Allah Almighty. One of them might leave things just for he feels 
shy of the people, and not of Allah, and were he to be alone, he would not 
leave them. Some of them might incline to love and reliance, thereupon he 
sets Out on journey to the desert with no provisions to be true to his claim of 
reliance, knowing not that this is a religious innovation which is not 
transmitted from the righteous predecessors and companions, who knew the 
reliance more than he does, and understood that reliance is not to put one's 
soul to risk and abstain from taking provisions: On the contrary, they used to 
take provisions and rely on Allah and not on the provisions, unlike him who 
leaves the provisions and relies on a particular means rather than on Allah 
Almighty. 

Another division constricted the matter of food on themselves, and 
endeavored to get only the pure lawful. But at the same time, they did not 
engage in inspecting the heart and organs and parts of body in anything else. 
One of them neglected the lawful in his food, residence and clothes, and 
rather delved in it in different things, knowing not that it is not sufficient in 
the Sight of Allah Almighty just to seek the lawful in some and neglect it in all 
the works. So, whoever thinks that some of those would be sufficient to save 
him on the exclusion of the others is indeed conceited. 


Another division claimed the good manners, humbleness, tolerance, 
leniency, etc, thereupon they undertook to serve the Sufis. They stuck to a 
people of Sufis whom they served. But they took that as a means of authority 
and majesty, and collecting money and wealth. Their purpose is arrogance and 
loftiness, although they show service and humbleness. Furthermore, they 
collect money from what is unlawful and suspicious and spend on them from 
it, in order to increase the number of their followers, and advance in fame and 
reputation. Some of them take the property of rulers and spend on them from 
it. Others take money and spend it on the way of Hajj on the Sufis, claiming 
that his purpose is kindness and dutifulness. But the motive that pushes them 
to do all of that is to be seen and heard of men. The sign of that is clear in 
their neglecting all commands and forbiddances of Allah Almighty outwardly 
and inwardly, and accepting to take the unlawful to spend from it. The 
example of him who spends on men from the unlawful on the way of Hajj is 
like him who builds mosques and covers their walls with dung, claiming that 
his purpose is to construct places of worship. 

Another division engaged in self-mortification and purification of souls 
and hearts from defects and evils, and discipline of manners and moral 
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character. They delved in those things to the extent that they took the search 
for the defects and evils of the soul as a profession. In all their states, they are 
engaged in search for the defects and evils of the soul. They say, for example: 
"That is a defect in the soul, and to be heedless of it is defective, and to turn 
to its being a defect is defective", and so on. Whoever spends his lifetime in 
search for the subtle defects of the soul, just in order to know the way to treat 
them rather than to treat them actually, is like him who engages himself in 
inspecting the obstructions of Hajj, without following the way of Hajj. Of a 
surety, this is of no avail to him. 


Another division exceeded that station, and started to follow the way to 
the Allah Almighty, and the gates of Ma'rifah were opened to them. But the 
more they smell a good smell from a gate of Ma'rifah, the more they are 
pleased with it and their hearts stick to it. They thus engage in the way its gate 
is opened to them and closed to others; in which case they are conceited. That 
is because the wonders of the way to Allah Almighty are endless, and were 
one to stick to every door, he would run short of realizing the purpose. 


Another division exceeded all of those: They were not pleased with the 
items of Ma'rifah flowed over them, nor with the gifts and grants of 
knowledge given to them. But they were eagerly serious in their way until they 
became at a bow-length distance close to the presence of Allah Almighty, they 
were conceited, for they thought they had reached the presence of Allah 
Almighty, thereupon they stopped. To be sure, Allah Almighty has seventy 
veils of light, and no followers comes to anyone of them on his way but that 
he thinks he has reached. To this Allah Almighty refers in His statement 
about Abraham "peace be upon him": " When the night covered him over, he 
saw a star: He said: "This is my Lord." But when it set, he said: "I love not those 
that set." When he saw the moon rising in splendour, he said: "This is my Lord." 
But when the moon set, he said: "Unless my Lord guide me, I shail surely be 
among those who go astray." When he saw the sun rising in splendour, he said: 
"This is my Lord; this is the greatest (of all)."" (Al-An'am 76-78) 
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Of course, he did not mean those celestial shining bodies which he used to 
see when he was a child, and knew well that none of them was a god at all. But he 
meant those lights which are the veils of Allah Almighty, on the way of the 
followers of the way to Allah Almighty, and it is unimaginable to reach the 
presence of Allah Almighty without passing by them. Those veils of light are 
different in size and power. So, when Abraham "peace be upon him" was shown 
the signs of the dominion of the heavens, he moved from one light to another, 
and every time he came to a particular light, he thought he had reached. But at 


that time, he was shown that there was something greater beyond it which he had 
to reach. He remained as such until he reached the closest veil, which he 
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described as the greatest. But when it seemed to him that this also was short of 
perfection, he said: "I love not those that set." 

The follower of that way might be conceited by standing at a particular 
one of those veils, and he might be deceived by the first veil. To be sure, the 
first veil that stands between a servant and his Lord is his own soul. It is a 
Divine matter, and one of the lights of Allah Almighty, t.e. the mystery of the 
heart, in which the truth of the Real in entirety is clear. It extends to imply the 
whole world, and the image of the whole is clear in it, and at that point, the 
light of Allah shines upon it, in which the whole existence appears as it really 
is. In the beginning it was veiled, but when the light of Allah shines on it, and 
the beauty of the heart itself seems to him, he becomes fascinated by it. In the 
face of that surprise, his tongue might hasten to utter such words as: "I am 
the Real", before it is clear to him what is beyond that. In this way, he is 
conceited for he has been deceived by a small star from the lights of the 
Divine presence before he reaches the moon, let alone the sun and what is 
beyond it. 

That is the point of confusion, in which the shining light is confused with 
that on which it shines, like the mirror which is confused with the colour of 
the thing that is seen in it, and seems to be the colour of the mirror itself. 
With that eye, the Christians look at the Christ "peace be upon him": They 
saw that the light of Allah Almighty shone in him, thereupon they were 
mistaking in seeing it. It is like him who sees the image of a star in the mirror 
or the water, and thinks that the star itself is in the water, thereupon he 
stretches his hand to the mirror or the water to touch it. But nay! He is 
conceited. The kinds of conceit in this respect are numerous. 


The Fourth Class: Owners Of Wealth 


A division of them are eager to build mosques, schools, homes of 
hospitality, bridges, etc, and engrave their names on them in order to 
eternalize their mention and reputation, and their traces survive after their 
death. By so doing, they think they deserve forgiveness because of their deed. 
But even, they are conceited for two things: 

The first is that they build those things from property which they earn 
from unlawful sources. They expose themselves to the wrath of Allah when 
they earn it, and also when they spend it, given that it was incumbent upon 
them to abstain from getting it. But as they earn it unlawfully, they have 
disobeyed Allah Almighty, and it is incumbent upon them to repent to Allah, 
and return that wealth to its real owners. But if the owners are not available, it 
should be given to their heirs, and in case there are no heirs, the wealth 
should be spent on the most important of Muslim benefits. It should be spent 
on the needy and indigent. But the conceited among men do not do so, for 
fear their deed would not be shown to all people, and rather prefer to spend it 
on building mosques, schools, etc, and engrave their names on them by way 
of showing off to be seen and heard of men. 

The other is that they think they are good for they are sincere and true in 
their intention in spending on things which belong to the public interests. But 


Book ten: Condemnation of conceit SSS =——=—™— 659 


even, if anyone of them imagines to spend a single Dinar on a thing on which 
his name is not written, he would abstain from spending it, given that Allah 
Almighty knows it well, whether or not his name is written on it. Had he not 
intended the face of the people and not the Countenance of Allah Almighty, 
he would not have been in need of that. 

Another division might earn property from lawful sources and spend it on 
mosques and schools, etc. but even, they are conceited for two things: The 
first is showing off and seeking to be praised by people. Perhaps in the 
neighbourhood or even in the same town, there might be poor and indigent 
and to spend the property on them is more important and preferable. But to 
spend money on mosques and schools is more visible to the people than on 
the poor and indigent. The other is that they spend on adorning the mosques 
with adornments and ornamentations that are forbidden, for they attract the 
heart and divert the people from the prayer. The purpose of prayer is 
submission and the presence of the heart. But such adornments spoil the 
hearts of the praying people and frustrate their reward. 

But such a conceited person regards it one of the good things, and a 
means to draw him close to Allah Almighty. But in fact, by so doing, he 
exposes himself to the wrath of Allah Almighty, although he thinks he obeys 
Him and complies with His command. That is because he distracts the minds 
of the praying people by those adornments, and develops in them the longing 
for having the like of them in their homes. Of a surety, they are diverted by 
that from the state of submission and heart presence they should have in the 
mosque. Malik Ibn Dinar said: Two men came to a mosque, and one of them 
stood at the gate and did not enter and said: "The like of me does not deserve 
to enter the house of Allah Almighty." The two keeping angels enlisted him as 
truthful in the Sight of Allah (for he was true to himself). He saw that the 
mosque should be exalted and honoured from being contaminated with the 
like of him to enter into it. What then about contaminating it with the 
unlawful and forbidden things? 

Once, the disciples said to Jesus "peace be upon him": "Look at that place 
of worship! How beautiful and wonderful it is!" on that he said to them: "Let 
me tell you the truth. Verily, Allah Almighty will not leave a stone built on a 
stone in it but that He would destroy it because of the sins of its people. No 
doubt, Allah Almighty never cares about gold and silver, nor even about 
stones which appeal you. The dearest things to Allah Almighty are the sound 
and good hearts, with which Allah constructs the earth, and destroys it if they 
are different." Abu Ad-Darda’ "Allah be pleased with him" said: The 
Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "When 
you adorn your mosques and decorate your Mushafs, then, destruction 
becomes due on you." (This narration is reported by Ibn Al-Mubarak). Al- 
Hassan said: When the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be 
upon him” intended to build his mosque in Medina, Gabriel came to him and 
said: "Make it no more than seven cubits high, and do not adorn nor decorate 
it: 

Another division spend property on the poor and indigent, thereby they 


660—©@._ —— A The quarter of the destructives 


seek fame and reputation. They indeed give in charity publicly and dislike to 
do in secrecy. They are of the opinion that if a poor conceals what he takes 
from them, it is a crime to be committed against them. They might be eager to 
spend money on Hajj, thereupon they perform Hajj one after another, leaving 
their neighbours hungry. For this reason, Ibn Mas'ud said: "Towards the end 
of time, the people would perform Hajj so much with no just cause: The 
journey would be easy for them, and the money abundant with them, given 
that the neighbour of anyone of them might be in destitution and deprivation, 
and he does not console him." 


It is narrated on the authority of Abu Nasr At-Tammar that a man came to 
bid farewell to Bishr Ibn Al-Harith and said to him: "I have intended to 
perform Hajj: Do you order me to do anything?" he said: "How much have 
you prepared for spending?" He said: "One thousand Dirhams." He asked: 
"Which thing do you seek with your Hajj? Do you seek abstinence, longing 
for the House, or the good pleasure of Allah Almighty?" he said: "The good 
pleasure of Allah Almighty." He said: "Then, if you please Allah Almighty 
while you are at home, and spend one thousand Dirhams and you are sure of 
attaining the good pleasure of Allah Almighty: Would you do it?" he answered 
in the affirmative. On that he said to him: "Then, go and give the money to 
ten men: It may be that a debtor would fulfill his debt, a poor would sustain 
himself, a guardian would maintain his dependents, and a caretaker would 
please an orphan under his care. But if you are strong enough to give the 
whole of it to one person, do it. To be sure, to please a Muslim, relief a needy, 
remove the distress and help the weak is much better than to perform Hajj 
one hundred times after the obligatory Hajj due on you by Islam. Go and give 
the money in the same way as we have told you, otherwise, tell us what is 
lurking in your heart." He said to him: "O Abu Nasr! My journey seems more 
appealing to me." Bishr smiled and turned his face to him and said: "If the 
wealth is gathered from the impurities of trade and from what is suspicious, 
one's own self urges him to fulfill a particular desire therewith in the form of a 
good righteous deed, given that Allah rejects but to accept the work of the 
god-fearing pious." 


Another division of the owners of property withhold their money out of 
niggardliness. But at the same time, they engage in acts of worship in which 
no wealth is needed, like observing fasts, standing at night for supererogatory 
prayers, and so on. They are conceited for by so doing, they forget that the 
destructive niggardliness should be curbed, by giving out money. Indeed, such 
a person endeavors to seek supererogatory deeds of which he might not be in 
need. It was said to Bishr: "So and so the rich offers much fasts and 
supererogatory prayers.” On that he said: "How poor he is! He has been 
diverted from his own affair, and engaged in the affair of others than him. 
The affair of such is to serve with food the indigent hungry and spend money 
on the poor. To be sure, this is better for him than his much fasts and 
supererogatory prayers." 


Another division are possessed by niggardliness in such a way that allows 
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them to give out only alms and obligatory charity. Furthermore, they give it 
from the worst of their property, which they themselves disdain to get. They 
choose to give it to such of people as are expected to serve and help them, 
and not to anyone of the poor or indigent. All of this is to corrupt the 
intention, frustrate the work and make it fruitless, and its perpetrator is 
conceited. He thinks that he obeys Allah Almighty, although he is dissolute 
wicked for he seeks recompense for his worship of Allah Almighty. 


Another division of the laymen and owners of property limit themselves to 
attend the gatherings of celebration, thinking it to be the only work they are 
required to do. The gatherings of celebration are good as long as they exhort 
one to do good deeds, and if one is not moved to do, they lose their 
goodness. Those people are evidently conceited. It does not matter to weep or 
show impression for what one hears in the gathering unless it positively 
moves him to do work. It is of no profit to him to save him from Allah 
Almighty to hear the description of the acts of worship without doing them. 


You may argue that the causes and means of hidden conceit are numerous, 
and one could hardly get rid of them all or at least most of them. What should 
one do? In reply to it, let's say that if one divides his mind into different 
concerns and interests, the way would seem difficult on him, and the tunnel of 
darkness endless. But if one concentrates his concern and thinking on one 
thing, he would be able to deduce the necessary tricks, means, instruments 
and equipment to help him achieve it. Consider how man succeeded to 
subjugate the things of his world to be in his service; and that is because his 
main concern is focused on his world and no more. based on that, if his main 
concern is focused on the affair of his hereafter, there is only one thing for 
him to do, i.e. to repair his heart. But even, he failed to repair it, regarding it 
impossible. But nay! This is not impossible if one's concern is true to which 
he is sincere. The righteous predecessors and those who followed them with 
good conduct never failed to do it. So, let him of strong determination and 
true willpower not fail to do it. 


You may ask: "Then, by which could man be saved from conceit?" in reply 
to that, it should be known to you that one is saved from conceit by three 
things: Mind, knowledge and Ma'rifah. Those three are inevitable. 

The first is mind: By mind J mean the natural light by which one perceives 
things as they really are. The purity of mind and intelligence should be natural 
in man for it is impossible to acquire them. But once mind exists, it is apt to be 
supported and strengthened by practice and exercise. To be sure, the good 
reason and intelligence represent the basis for all happiness. The Messenger of 
Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "Blessed be Allah Who 
divided mind into portions among His servants." (This narration is reported by 
At-Tirmidhi on the authority of Tawus). It is also reported on the authority of 
Abu Ad-Darda' “Allah be pleased with him” that it was said to the Messenger 
of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him”: "O Messenger of Allah! A 
man might observe fasts by day, stand at night (for supererogatory prayers), 
perform Hajj and Umrah, give in charity, fight in the Way of Allah, visit the 
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patient to inquire about his health, follow the funeral processions, and help the 
weak. But at the same time, he knows not his position with Allah Almighty on 
the Day of Judgement." On that the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and 
peace be upon him” said: "Verily, he would be rewarded as much as is equal to 
his mind.” (This narration is reported by Al-Khatib in his Tarikh). 


Anas “Allah be pleased with him” said: A man was praised in front of the 
Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” and the people 
described him as good. He asked them: "What about his reason?" they said: 
"O Messenger of Allah! We tell about what seems of his worship, good merits 
and manners." The Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be upon 
him” further asked: "But what about his reason? The foolish might be, with 
his foolishness, more criminal than the dissolute wicked with his wickedness. 
To be sure, on the Day of Judgement, the people would be brought near (to 
Allah) in proportion to their minds." It is further narrated on the authority of 
Abu Ad-Darda' “Ailah be pleased with him” that he said: Whenever a 
mention was made to the Messenger of Allah “Allah’s blessing and peace be 
upon him” of a man as being strong in worship, he would ask about his mind. 
If they described it as good, he would say: "I expect (good for him), and if 
something otherwise was said about him, he would say: "He would attain 
nothing.” (This narration is reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Adi). On 
another occasion, a mention was made to him of a man as being strong in 
worship. He asked about his mind and it was said: "It is not good enough." 
On that he said: "Then, your companion would not attain (the high rank) as 
you assume of him." 


The second is knowledge. By knowledge I mean that he should know 
four things: He should know himself, his Lord, the world and the hereafter. 
As for himself, he should know that he is no more than a humiliated strange 
slave, outsider to those brutal desires and lusts which are in opposition to his 
nature on which Allah has created him. What agrees with his nature only is to 
know Allah Almighty, and have a look at His Honored Face. This is 
impossible if he limits his knowledge to himself and extends it not to imply 
his Lord. As for the knowledge of both the world and the hereafter, let one 
seek the aid of what is mentioned in the Book of Condemnation of World and 
the Book of Mention of Death, tn order to know that the world, whatever it 
might be, is weightless in comparison with the hereafter. Once he knows 
himself, his Lord Almighty, the world and the hereafter, his knowledge of 
Allah would stimulate his love for Allah Almighty, his knowledge of the 
hereafter would make him more desirous for it, and his knowledge of this 
world would make him more turning from it. He would be mainly concerned 
only with what conveys him to the Presence of Allah Almighty, and benefits 
him in the hereafter. If this will prevails in his heart, his intention in all 
matters would be good. That is because he intends, by everything he does, to 
seek its aid to follow the way to the hereafter, and remove from himself the 
desire and inclination to this world. To be sure, as long as one's love for the 
world prevails over his love for the hereafter, and his own desires and delights 
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are dearer to him than the pleasure of his Lord, he would not be able to get 
rid of conceit. But the love for Allah Almighty by having good knowledge of 
Him should prevail; and this leads to the third thing. 


The third is Ma'rifah. I mean by Ma'rifah the knowledge of how one 
should follow the way to Allah Almighty, and of what draws him close to 
Allah, and what removes him far from Allah, of the evils, obstacles and 
obstructions of the way, etc. all of this is mentioned throughout the different 
books of the Revival of Religious Sciences. The basic rule is that the love for 
Allah Almighty should prevail in his heart, and replace the love for this world, 
until the will becomes strong and the intention good. 


You may argue: If one does all of that, which thing he should fear? In 
reply to it, let us say that he should fear lest he would be deceived by Satan, 
who might invite him to call the people to the truth, instruct them and guide 
them to the right path, and spread religious knowledge. That is, when the 
sincere novice finishes from his self-discipline, and purifies his heart from all 
impurities and embitterment's, and sets it right on the straight path, and 
concentrates his concerns on one, i.e. Allah Almighty, and gives no care to 
this world which seems slight in his eye, in such a way that Satan fails to 
seduce him from the direction of the world and its desires and lusts, he comes 
to him from the direction of religion, and invites him to show pity and mercy 
for the servants of Allah Almighty. The person then looks with the eye of 
mercy to the servants and sees them in confusion and under the influence of 
this world, deaf and blind and possessed by diseases (of ignorance) 
unknowingly, to the point that they become at the threshold of destruction. 
Feeling merciful for them, and having what is beneficial to guide them to the 
truth, he is stirred up to respond to his invitation immediately. 


Once he responds to his invitation, Satan finds a field to tempt him. He 
first invites him, as slyly as is the creeping of the ants, to seek authority and 
majesty. Then, he invites him to be ostentatious and get adorned to the people 
in his speech, clothes and appearance. The result is that the people turn to 
exalt him, show respect and honour to him more than they show to kings and 
rulers. That is because they see him willing to cure their ailments just out of 
mercy and pity for them, and without asking him to do so. He becomes dearer 
to them than their parents, children, and anyone else. They favor him with 
themselves and their property, and become to him like servants to their 
master. At that level, he gets comforted, and tastes the greatest worldly 
pleasure one could ever taste during his life, with which he despises any 
pleasure. He had previously left the entire world with its pleasures and 
delights; and now he has fallen in one of its greatest pleasures. That is the 
expected opportunity of Satan. He stretches his hand to his heart, and uses it 
in the very way and manner he likes, under the claim of saving for him all that 
maintains his pleasure. 

The sign of this state is that if anyone else undertakes the mission of 
guiding the people to the truth, and taking them out of darkness to the light 
of faith, he would feel it difficult and heavy upon himself. That is because 
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Satan makes him imagine that it is he and not anyone else who should take the 
lead of guidance. But if one is sincere to his purpose of guiding the people 
and delivering them from the fire, and he finds such as suffices or at least 
assists him in that, he would not feel it difficult on himself. But once this is 
found in his heart, Satan avails himself of that opportunity to invite him to all 
majors sins of heart and shameful deeds of organs, which leads to his 
destruction: We seek refuge with Allah from that. 


You may ask: "Then, when should one engage in advising and guiding the 
people?" let me say that he should do so once he finds that he has no purpose 
but to guide the people to the truth just for the Sake of Allah Almighty, in 
such a way that if he finds anyone else to assist him or suffice him, he would 
rejoice and not grieve with that. This means that he should have no covet of 
their wealth and praise, and it is the same to him whether they would praise or 
dispraise him. He should give no care to their dispraise since Allah Almighty 
praises him, nor should he rejoice at their praise unless Allah Almighty praises 
him. 


He should look at them indifferently in the sense that he should neither 
become arrogant over them, and rather see all of them better than him, due to 
his ignorance of the conclusion of deeds, nor should he have covet of seeking 
position and rank in their hearts. This means that he should not be 
ostentatious, nor should he get adorned for them. to be sure, the real purpose 
of the shepherd is not to get adorned for the cattle and sheep in so much as 
to look after them, graze them, and protect them from the wolves and all 
harmful animals, careless of the eye with which the cattle and sheep might see 
him. Unless one sees all the people whom he guides with the same eye a 
shepherd sees the cattle and sheep, he would not be safe from the evils of 
engagement in reforming them. it is true that he might succeed to reform 
them, but he would surely impair himself. In this way, he becomes like the 
lamp that illuminates for the others and burns itself. 


You may argue: "If the preachers are to leave preaching unless they attain 
that high degree, the world would fall short of preaching, and the hearts 
would go astray." In reply to that, let me say that the Messenger of Allah 
“Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” said: "Love for this world is the 
head of every sin." (This narration is reported by Al-Baihaqi on the authority 
of Al-Hassan). But had it not been for the fact that people love this world, the 
world would have been destroyed, living would have become idle, and the 
hearts and bodies would have been ruined. But the Messenger of Allah 
“Allah’s blessing and peace be upon him” knew well that the love for this 
world is destructive, and that telling that it is destructive does not remove it 
from the hearts of the majority. But an exception is made of a very few, 
whose leaving the world would not lead to its destruction. This is the reason 
that lies behind his advice. So, the preachers would continue to have love for 
authority and majesty, and would not leave it because of the claim that 
preaching for the purpose of seeking authority is unlawful. 
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